Hanan Eshel - Biography

Professor Hanan Eshel got his academic training at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem: His B.A. at the Institute of Archaeology (1982-1984); and his M.A. (1985-1988) and Ph.D. (1989-1993) at the Jewish History Department.  The title of his M.A. thesis was: "The Historical Background of Building Temples for the God of Israel in Bethel and Samaria Following the Destruction of the First Temple", under the supervision of Professor  I. Eph'al. The title of his Ph.D. Dissertation was: "The Samaritans in the Persian and Hellenistic Periods: The Origins of Samaritanism", written under the supervision of Professor I. Eph'al and Professor D.R. Schwartz. 

In 1990 Eshel started teaching in the department of Land of Israel Studies and Archeology at Bar-Ilan University. In 1996 he was appointed as a senior lecturer. In 1999 Eshel was appointed as an associate Professor with tenure.  Between 2002 and 2004 he served as the chair of the department. 

After finishing his Ph.D. he was appointed as a Harry Starr Fellow at Harvard University (1994). In 1998 he came back to Harvard, now as a visiting scholar teaching courses on the Jewish background of Christianity at the Harvard Divinity School. In 2004 he was the Louis and Helen Padnos Visiting Professor of Judaic Studies at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.

In his research Professor Eshel tries to combine archeological finds with historical sources, as well as field work and library research. Most of his excavations were conducted in the Judaean Desert, but he also directed, together with partners, five seasons of excavations at Tel Yatir, near Arad (1995-1999). 

His excavations in the Judaean Desert can be divided into two groups:

A. Excavations in caves used by Jewish refugees who fled from the Roman army at the end of the Bar Kokhba Revolt. Until now Eshel excavated eight such caves. There he found remains which testify that these caves were used as Refuge Caves during the winter of 135-6 CE. In his excavations in 1986 and 1993 he discovered nineteen Aramaic, Hebrew and Greek economical documents written on Papyri, which were brought to a cave west of Jericho. These documents were published in volume 38 of the Discoveries of the Judaean Desert. In 2002 Professor Eshel discovered two additional documents in a cave at Ein-Gedi. In 2005 Eshel had purchase fragments of a Leviticus scroll found by the Bedouin in a cave in Nahal Arugot

B. Together with Magen Broshi, Eshel conducted three seasons of excavations at Khirbet Qumran (in 1996, 2001 and 2002). Hitherto, no documents were found, but they have discovered some important finds which shed light on various aspects concerning the life of the religious community that lived at Qumran during the Second Temple period. 

In addition to his field work, Professor Eshel had important achievements mainly in two subjects: the study of the Dead Sea Scrolls and the study of the Bar Kokhba Revolt. Eshel was a member of the international team that published the Qumran Scrolls. He published, together with colleges, parts of two scrolls found at Cave 4, a copy of the War Scroll (4Q471) and the Prayer for the welfare of King Jonathan (4Q448). Eshel has published some important articles on the political history of the Hasmonean State in light of the Qumran Scrolls. He published a monograph devoted to this subject (The Dead Sea Scrolls and the Hasmonaean State, Yad Ben-Zvi, Jerusalem 2004, 191 pp. Hebrew). Eshel identified five fragments published as unidentified, and was able to assign to their correct place within the corpus of the Qumran scrolls. He also published six privately held fragments.  

Until now, Eshel contributed to the research of the Bar Kokhba Revolt by explaining some issues relating to the various documents found in the Judaean Desert. He also published some important articles focusing on the Bar Kokhba coins. Eshel's Hebrew book on The Refuge Caves of the Bar Kokhba Revolt was published in 1998.

Professor Eshel had published more than 150 articles in academic journals. He edited, together with colleagues three Hebrew books: The Hasmonean Period (published in 1995); New Studies on the Bar Kokhba Revolt (2001); and The Samaritans (2002).
Professor Hanan Eshel from the department of Land of Israel Studies and Archeology at Bar-Ilan University, will be for the period of 17 of September to 17 of December. Professor Eshel tries to combine archeological finds (especially the documents found in the Judean desert) with historical sources, as well as field work and library research. His main achievements are in two subjects: the study of the Qumran Scrolls and the study of the Bar Kokhba Revolt. The aim of Professor Eshel Proposed research is to complete his second book on the finds in caves in the Judean Desert used by Jewish refugees who fled from the Roman army at the end of the Bar Kokhba Revolt. 
