THE KUNTILLET ‘AJRUD INSCRIPTIONS

Kuntillet Ajrud  is a small site on an isolated hill in Sinai, some 50 km south of  the Kadesh Barnea oasis, and about 10 km west of the Darb al-Ghaza, the Ghaza Road, which used to connect the ports of Gaza and Elath. Its cord of life was the waterin-holes (thumilah) in the Wadi el-Quraya at the feet of the Kuntillet ‘Ajrud  hill. It was worthwhile for caravans making their way between Elath and Gaza, to take off the main road, follow the road leading into the inner Sinai, and stop to water their burden beasts, and have a rest at Kuntillet ‘Ajrud.

Kuntillet Ajrud was excavated by Dr. Ze'ev Meshel of Tel Aviv University in 1975-1976. It was an unexpected surprise to find in this small and remote site, Hebrew literary inscriptions, from which we can regain also linguistic, and religious information on ancient Israel. 
Most of the inscriptions are written in the Hebrew script resembling the Samaria Ostraca, which according to the common view they are roughly of the first quarter of the 8th century BCE. A date ca. 800 BCE for the inscriptions is supported both by the study of the pottery, and 14C dates. The inscriptions in the Hebrew script are those written in ink on the pithoi or incised on the stone vessels, and one of the inscriptions written in ink on plaster. The other plaster inscriptions are written in the Phoenician script.  
In my paper I will discuss some aspects regarding these inscriptions, among then Paleography, Orthography, and Linguistics issues, as well as the contribution of the inscriptions to the study of Israelite religion.
