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Objectives

1. To appreciate the nature and purpose of prophecy within ancient Israel and the biblical canon.

2. To gain sensitivity to the speech and literary forms in all their richness and diversity.

3. To explore how historical events, social dynamics, and theological traditions shaped and were shaped by the prophet.

4. To illustrate principles of interpretation that can be applied to other books.

5. To show the value of in-depth engagement with a single book.

6. To appreciate the key role that the book of Isaiah plays within the biblical canon.

7. To hear the prophecy as words addressed to the modern day.

Textbooks

Childs, B.S., Isaiah (OTL; Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2001).

Requirements

1) Journal & participation
20%
Due: October 4
2) Multiple Choice Final
15%

3) Take-home Final
25% 
Due: October 4
4) Research Paper
40% 
Due: October 4

100%
1) Discussion Journal. Students must bring a Bible to class. Students are expected to read the entirety of the book of Isaiah by the end of the course.
a) In advance of each class meeting, students should do the assigned readings in Isaiah and consult Childs’s commentary on these passages.

b) To answer the assigned questions you need use only your Bible, the handouts, and the textbook. You may consult other sources but this is not expected. Answering in point form, rather than in essays, is recommended. The answers to the discussion questions below should become clearer during our class sessions. Thus, while your final answer may not be completely formulated until after class, it is expected that students at least read the Isaiah passages carefully, consult the commentary, and make an initial attempt at an answer before class lectures. (Questions noted with an asterisk [*] are unique to the RELS 400-level class. RELS 240 students are NOT expected to answer them.)

c) Once the course has been completed students should prepare a typed summary of the “discussion journal.” Again, point form is recommended. Here you will integrate your ideas with those emerging from class discussion and lecture. Organize the material in a manageable format. Be clear in your mind the issue(s) at hand so you can be clear on the significance of your data and arguments. It will be evaluated, in part, by the evidence it shows of your independent thinking on these questions. In other words, a mere summary of class lecture and discussion is not satisfactory. Because this is only a summary, its length must not exceed 10 typed, double-spaced pages. Only this final edition will receive a formal grade.

2) Multiple Choice Final. This will be given at the end of the last class on Wednesday.

3) Take-home Final. This will consist of brief essays.
4) Research Paper. The paper should be 8 pages (double-spaced). Further instructions will be given at our first meeting.

Friday Evening (August 27)

1.
Survey and Theme of the Book of Isaiah

Read the book of Isaiah with the aid of the “Handout-Isaiah Outline”. “Theme” may be defined as “an abstract concept made concrete through plot” (which is “a narrative of events”). It may also be defined as “the rationale of content, structure, and development” (i.e. explaining why this material is there and why it is presented in this order and shape).

1. What are the recurring topics/motifs in the book?

2. What key developments take place at the turning points of the book?

3. Develop a thematic statement.

2.
Authorship of the Book

While the book of Isaiah in its final form contains a thematic unity, most scholars discern a historical development over hundreds of years. In broad outline, chapters 1-39 are considered to be mostly pre-exilic and from the 8th century, 40-55 are exilic and from the 6th century, and 56-66 are postexilic and from the late 6th century.

4. What differences in literary style do you observe between 1-39 and 40-66?

5. What differences in traditions and theological ideas do you observe between 1-39 and 40-66? (Consider, for example, traditions such as Davidic messiah, Zion, and the Servant.)
6. What is the historical standpoint of the prophet and his audience in 40-66: is it pre-exilic or exilic? (Consider, e.g., 43:16-21; 48:1-8, 16.)

7. Read B.S. Childs, pp 1-10. How does Childs understand the relationship of the parts to the whole within the book of Isaiah? How does his interpretive approach respond to other scholarly approaches?
Saturday Morning (August 28)

3. 
Liturgical Background (1:10-20; 2:2-5; 6:1-12)

(For each of the passages noted below, you should consult Childs’s commentary.)
Religion and social justice (1:10-20).

8. What parallels do you note between Isa 1:2-3, 10-20 and Psalms 50 and 81? What do these parallels imply regarding prophecy and liturgical worship as found in these psalms?

Zion (2:2-5).

9. This passage is nearly identical to another contemporary prophetic passage? Who is dependent on whom, or are both dependent on a common source?

10. How do these passages compare with the “songs of Zion” (esp. Pss 46; 48; 76; 87)?

Isaiah’s “call” (6:1-12).

11. Why do scholars call 6:1-8:18 “Isaiah’s memoirs”?

12. Do you think this chapter refer to Isaiah’s original call as a prophet?

13. What connections might Isaiah’s vision have had with Israel’s liturgical worship (cf. Pss 24; 29; 65; 99; 132)?

14. How do we make theological sense of 6:9-10?

Saturday Evening (August 28)

4.
The Aram-Israelite Alliance and the New David (7:1-9:7; 11:1-9)

15. What is the historical background of the Aram-Israelite crisis?

16. What is the significance of the sign-names of Isaiah’s children?

17. Who is Immanuel in 7:14, and what is the main function he fulfills in context (cf. 7:14 and 8:1-4)?

18. How has Isaiah’s vision of Yahweh in chapter 6 influenced his response to the Aram-Israelite crisis (see esp. 8:11-18)?

19. How do chapters 7-8 exemplify how Isaiah will “make the heart of this people calloused” (6:9-10)?

20. What is the significance of the promise of a new David (9:1-7) appearing at this point of the book?

21. How is Matthew’s use (4:12-17) of Isa 9:1-2 a development from its original use?

22. What are the distinguishing characteristics of the government of this new David (9:6-7; 11:1-9)?

Sunday Morning (August 29)

5.
Yahweh and International Politics (chs. 13-23, 28-33)

Read Childs, 113-16, 199-200.
23. Within the context of Isaiah’s day what was the main function of the “oracles against nations” in Isa 13-23?

24. How do most Christians understand passages like 13:9-10 and 14:12-17? Is this what they meant in the context of Isaiah’s day?

25. What role does the Zion tradition (as hymned in the “songs of Zion,” noted above) play in these oracles concerning foreign nations? (See esp. 14:32; 16:1-5; 18:7.)

26. Isa 17:1-11 should be read in connection with what previous chapters in Isaiah and in the context of what historical event?

27. What introductory formula unites Isaiah 28-33? What historical background and political situation underlie these chapters? (Answer esp. in reference to 30:1-7 and 31:1-9.)
28. To what other passage is 28:16-17 similar, and how are their historical contexts similar? Answer the same questions for 30:8-11.

Sunday Evening (August 29)

6.
Sennacherib’s Invasion (chs. 36-37)

29. Isaiah 36:1-37:38 is virtually word-for-word identical to 2 Kings 18:13-19:37, except that the book of Isaiah omits 2 Kings 18:14-16. What historical development seems odd when you transition from 2 Kgs 18:16 to verse 17?
30. Is "Sennacherib’s Siege Of Jerusalem” (see the handout) arranged chronologically or topically? Is Sennacherib's treatment of Hezekiah consistent with that of other rebel kings?
31. How might we reconcile the accounts of the OT and Sennacherib regarding these events?

32. Judging from Isaiah 36-37, does Hezekiah obey Isaiah’s prophecies contained in Isa 28-33?

Monday Morning (August 30)

7.
Isa 40-55: Setting and Prologue (ch. 40)

Read Childs, 289-91.
33. How do 40:1-11 and 55:1-13 mark off chapters 40-55 as a distinct section in the book? What is distinctly different in chapter 56 that separates it from 40-55?

34. What do we know of the audience of Isa 40, especially regarding their mood? How does Isa 40 respond to the mood of this audience? (Note its content and literary form.) Do you hear any echoes of the Psalms here? (See esp. Pss 103 and 147.)

8. “Cyrus Oracle” (44:24-45:7)

35. What is the main point being made in 44:24-28? (The grammatical structure is a clue.)

36. Would 45:1 have been good news or offensive news to the Jews in exile? How does 45:9-13 relate to the Cyrus oracle?

37. Read the handout, “Citations of Yahweh in Isaiah 44.26-28.” Is there substantial evidence that the prophet is quoting phrases from the Psalms? What is the significance of these quotations?

38. Does the Cyrus Oracle here in Isaiah share any parallels with the “Cyrus Cylinder” (see the handout)?
Monday Evening (August 30)

9.
Yahweh as King and Creator: Trial Speeches against Nations (41:21-29; 43:8-13; 45:18-25)

39. What is the imagined setting of 41:21-29? Who are the participants and what are their respective roles in this setting? What is the issue here?

40. Who are Yahweh’s witnesses in 43:8-13?

41. In 45:18-25 who are the “fugitives from the nations” (v 20)? What significant contribution does this “trial speech against the nations” add to the others? (Note its placement after the “Cyrus Oracle.”)

42. Read the handout, “What does the Bible teach about Righteousness and Truth?” What does God’s “righteousness” mean according to its usage in Isa 40-55?

Tuesday Morning (August 31)

10.
Oracles (43:1-7) and Proclamations of Salvation (43:16-21; 49:14-26)

43. What are the recurring motifs of the “oracle of salvation” as illustrated in 43:1-7?

44. What is the thrice repeated structure of 49:14-26? Whose words are v 24? Who is the parent and who are the children in vv 17-22, 25?

11. Trial Speeches against Israel (42:18-25; 43:22-28), Disputations 

45. In 42:18-25 what accusation against God lies behind vv 18-19? To what false conclusion is Yahweh responding in v 24-25?

46. What is the imagined setting of 43:22-28? (See esp. v 26.) What accusation against God lies implicitly behind vv 22-24?

12. Exodus and Zion Traditions

47. What echoes from the exodus tradition do you hear in 48:20-21; 49:9-10; 52:11-12?

48. In 54:1-10 who is the “barren woman” and the “wife deserted”? What two Pentateuchal traditions are employed in this passage, and why are they especially relevant in this historical context?

Tuesday Evening (August 31)

13. Servant Songs and “Additions” (42:1-9; 49:1-12; 50:4-11; 52:13-53:12)

49. In 42:1-4 what are the mission and means of the Servant?

50. According to 49:1-7, in what OT role/office does the Servant function? How can “Israel” (v 3) “bring back” “Israel” (v 5)? What new mission is the Servant given, and why is it given at this point?

51. In 50:4-9 what key qualities does the Servant display? Where is 50:8-9 echoed in the NT?

52. In 52:13-53:12 who are “I,” “he,” “we,” and “they”? What is so startling in this passage, and how does it go contrary to every expectation in the OT to this point?

Wednesday Morning (September 1)

14. Isa 56-66: Liturgical Background and Conditional Promises (59:1-21; 63:7-64:12)

Read Childs, 439-49, 542-47.
53. How do the pronouns change in ch. 59, and what is the resulting (liturgical?) structure of the chapter? How does 59:20 compare with 52:8-9?

54. Read 63:7-64:12 aloud, being careful to note what tone of voice is appropriate for each verse.
15. Israel and the Nations: Admittance to the People of God (56:3-8)

55. How does 56:3-8 compare and contrast with Deut 23:1-6; Ezra 9-10; Zech 2:11?

16. The Servant and Jubilee (61:1-3)

56. What is “the year of the Lord’s favor”?  (See esp. Lev 25:10, 39-41, 47-48, 54.)

57. How does Jesus use this passage in Luke 4:16-21?

Wednesday Afternoon (September 1)

Review, Break, Multiple Choice Final Exam
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