EDUC 490: Special Topics in Education: 
Learning and Teaching in a Digital Age:  A Beginning Exploration
Trinity Western University

Summer 2010; 1 sem. hr.

Instructor: 
Bill de Jager, Director of Learning at the Society of Christian Schools in BC (SCSBC) 
Dates and times:
July 12--16; 9--12 Noon

Prerequisite: 

a valid teaching certificate, EDUC 200, or instructor’s permission
(COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course provides an opportunity to explore the impact and ramifications of learning and teaching in our digital age. Participants will review how the digital age came upon us, a look at the characteristics of our digital-savvy students and young teachers, and examine resulting educational structural shifts. They will become familiar with technological tools and Web technology that is changing and enhancing learning. They will also consider strategies for the safe navigation in cyber space, and will articulate a Christian response to the cyber world. 
(COURSE OUTCOMES

This course is designed so that the students are expected to:

· Become familiar with the historical highlights of the last few decades that created, and continues to create, the digital age
· Explore and understand the educational ramifications of the characteristics of our digital-savvy youth and young teachers

· Examine the shift in the process of learning within the digital age, and explore how that shift is impacting the role of students, teachers, IT mentors, teacher-librarians and administrators
· Explore the impact that the digital age has on shaping new learning spaces where learning can flourish

· Become familiar with an array of technological tools, such as the interactive white board, tablets, clickers and document cameras, that have the possibility of enhancing learning

· Examine how Web technology is changing education

· Develop strategies that allow for safe navigation in a cyber world, avoiding its dangers and addictions

· Articulate a Christian response to the cyber world

(COURSE MATERIALS

The following books will be placed on reserve in both the TWU library and the campus-based SCSBC library:

Bonk, Curtis J. (2009). The World Is Open. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.

· Introduction to the Open Learning World

· Chapter 1: We All Learn
Christensen, Clayton M. (2008) Disrupting Class. New York: McGraw Hill.

· Introduction

· Chapter 1:Why Schools Struggle to teach Differently When Every Student Learns Differently
· Chapter 2: Making the Shift: Schools Meet Society’s Needs
Crouch, Andy. (2008). Culture Making. Illinois: IVP Books.

· Chapter 3: Teardowns, Technology and Change

Tapscott, Don. (2009). Grown Up Digital. New York: McGraw Hill.
· Chapter 3: The Eight Net Gen Norms: Characteristics of a Generation 

· Chapter 5: The Net Generation as Learners: Rethinking Education
Selected articles from current issues of educational journals such as Educational Leadership, Edutopia, Principal Leadership, The Journal of the National Staff Development Council, and Christian Educators Journal will be available in the campus-based SCSBC library for participants, as they develop their presentations, assignments and concluding statements.
(COURSE TOPICS AND SCHEDULE

Monday, July 12:

· A review of how the digital age came upon us
Tuesday, July 13:

· The characteristics of our digital-savvy students and young teachers

· The shift in the process of learning and its impact on those learning and teaching
Wednesday, July 14:

· New spaces where learning can flourish 
· Technological tools that enhance learning
Thursday, July 15:

· How Web technology is changing education 
· Safe navigation in the cyber world
Friday, July 16:

· Articulating a Christian response
( ASSIGNMENTS/LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES AND ASSESSMENT
This course will be graded on a “Pass/Fail” basis.  All assignments must be completed satisfactorily to receive a pass in the course.  All classes must be attended.  It is expected that participants will be fully involved in discussions, reflecting on and contributing about their own educational experiences.

1. Lead a 30-45 minute individual or group presentation on one of the assigned readings.  Decisions about choice of assigned readings will evolve organically early in the course, in consultation with the instructor.
2. Develop a project related to the one of the course learning outcomes that will be helpful in the educational environment in which the participant is currently studying or working. Choice of project formats may include a revision of a current classroom unit, further exploration and practice of a technological tool, accumulation of resources for safe cyber navigation, or expanded reading and comment about one of the course materials.  Participants will share their completed project work with the other students and should be prepared to accept constructive critique.  Decisions about choice of project will evolve organically early in the course, in consultation with the instructor.

3. Toward the end of the course, write a 500-750 word concluding statement.  Participants currently teaching will be expected to reflect on possible changes to their teaching and to their articulation of a Christian response to the cyber world, based on their learning within this course.  Participants not currently teaching will be expected to reflect on possible changes to their current educational understandings and to their articulation of a Christian response to the cyber world, based on their learning within this course.  These concluding statements are to written on Thursday afternoon or evening, and to be handed in on Friday morning. 
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