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COURSE DESCRIPTION
[bookmark: _GoBack]This course aims to engage participants in hands on, minds on, activities and strategies that foster skills and habits of thinking that are essential for civic participation in our world, and essential for developing an informed understanding of the culture that shapes it. With a focus on Social Studies and History instruction, we will consider how film and television can facilitate historical thinking and media literacy, and how electronic information sources and web-based tools can best be used to create authentic, inquiry-based learning experiences.   
This workshop-style, interactive course is designed with new teachers in mind, who may be looking to add to their repertoire of ideas for social studies instruction and curriculum design. However, it will also serve more experienced teachers exploring ideas about how to best address the relevancy of social studies to new directions in 21st  education. The ideas shared in this workshop will equip teachers with the tools they need to reinvigorate how they think about, and teach Social Studies. This course is pass/fail.

COURSE OBJECTIVES
This course is designed so that participants will:
· Consider and evaluate the role of social studies earning outcomes in helping students develop 21st century skills and habits of mind
· Identify the skills social studies must help students to develop to emerge from schools as active, responsible and informed global citizens and ambassadors of Christ
· Evaluate the role of mass media and Web-based technologies in engaging students in meeting social studies learning goals  
· Critique, design and collaboratively share effective and engaging social studies lessons and activities

REQUIRED MATERIALS
All required materials will be provided online or will be distributed during the workshops. 

COURSE ACTIVITIES AND OUTLINE

	Schedule
	Core themes & materials (provided during classes)

	Day One
	· What are “21st century skills”? 
· What should 21st century students know and be able to do? 
· Objectives and outcomes of social studies – is social studies relevant?
Weber, Steven. "Social Studies Is Dead To Me - Hillsborough, NC, United States, ASCD EDge Blog Post." ASCD EDge -. Web. 13 Apr. 2011. http://edge.ascd.org/_Social-Studies-Is-Dead-To-Me/blog/3276676/127586.html 
"21st Century Social Studies." SchoolTube. Web. 14 Apr. 2011. http://www.schooltube.com/video/7cfe95a6a69bb2273768/21st-Century-Social-Studies 
Partnership for 21st Century Skills. 21st Century Skills Map. Partnership for 21st Century Skills. 21stcenturyskills.org. Web. http://www.p21.org/documents/ss_map_11_12_08.pdf 
excerpts from: Trilling, Bernie, and Charles Fadel. 21st Century Skills Learning for Life in Our times. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass, 2009. 
British Columbia. Ministry of Education. Social Studies Curriculum Documents. Web. 14 Apr. 2011. http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/subject.php?lang=en 

	Day Two
	· Critical thinking and problem solving 
· Collaboration, role play and simulation 
Case, Roland and LeRoi Daniels, “Teaching the tools to think critically,” in Case, Roland, and Penney Clark. The Anthology of Social Studies. Issues and Strategies for Secondary Teachers. Vancouver: Pacific Educational, 2008.

	Day Three
	· Engaging minds in historical thinking 
· Guiding debates and discussions
· Using documents 
excerpts from: Denos, Mike, Roland Case, Peter C. Seixas, and Penney Clark. Teaching about Historical Thinking. Vancouver, BC: Critical Thinking Consortium, 2006.
Benchmarks of Historical Thinking. Centre for the Study of Historical Consciousness. Web. 13 Apr. 2011. http://historybenchmarks.ca/ 

	Day Four 
	· Media and information literacy 
· Using film to scaffold inquiry and understanding  
· ICT tools in the social studies classroom
excerpts from Marcus, Alan S. Teaching History with Film: Strategies for Secondary Social Studies. New York: Routledge, 2010. 
http://ontariosocialstudies.wikispaces.com/ 

	Day Five
	· Project-based learning 
· Scaffolding student inquiry and research  
· Creativity and innovation 
· Testing and assessment
Gibson, Susan. “Integrating computer technology in secondary social studies, in Case, Roland, and Penney Clark. The Anthology of Social Studies. Issues and Strategies for Secondary Teachers. Vancouver: Pacific Educational, 2008.
Assessing Website Credibility. Vancouver: Critical Thinking Consortium. Web. http://tc2.ca/wp/wp-content/themes/tc2_3col/tc2_3col/pdf2/t4t_website_credibility.pdf  
Coffey, Heather. "Project-based Learning." LEARN NC. Web. 13 Apr. 2011. http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/4753 



21st Century Teaching Tools
 
· Wiki Spaces – http://www.wikispaces.com/ 
· Prezi - The Zooming Presentation Editor. http://prezi.com/index/ 
· TechSmith | Jing, Instant Screenshots and Screencasts – http://www.techsmith.com/jing/ 
· Ontario Education online resources http://ontariosocialstudies.wikispaces.com/ 
· Thinkquest – create educational Web sites http://www.thinkquest.org/en/projects/index.html 
· Edmodo | Secure Social Learning Network for Teachers and Students. Web. 14 Apr. 2011. http://www.edmodo.com/home  


EVALUATION 

This course is pass/fail. Participants will earn credit for successful participation and completion of the following activities during the workshops:
· Class discussions and case studies 
· Collaborative activities and lessons
· Wiki page contributions 
· Blog/social media postings 
· Creation of lesson or learning object
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