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Trinity Western University

EDUC 514 (3 sem. hrs.)
The Assessment Of Students With Learning Needs – Level B Assessment
Instructor:
Dr. Dave Carter








Phone:

604-574-3695

Dates:

June 30-July 10, 2008 (except July 1)
Times:

8:30-1:00 daily
Location:
TWU campus
Email:

dcarter@interchange.ubc.ca
Course Description

Students have different levels of aptitude, different learning styles and different preferred modes of knowing.  All students are God’s creatures - including those with different learning needs, and effectively educating these children may require specialized evaluation procedures and standardized tests.  This course focuses on the understanding, administration, scoring and interpretation of “Level B” (APA) tests including tests of word reading, passage comprehension, arithmetic, spelling, and receptive vocabulary.  Throughout, the course will focus on the practical understanding and use of assessment devices and techniques.  Consideration will also be given to recent litigation issues about assessment and to reading and understanding “Level C” reports (school psychologists, speech-language pathologists, etc.).
Learning Outcomes:

This course is designed so that you will:

· Understand the three levels of assessment (A, B and C) and know the strengths and limitations of each.

· Develop a clear understanding of the assessment process, including interviewing parents and teachers, performing appropriate file reviews, the correct selection of standardized and non-standardized measures and their administration, scoring and interpretation.

· Consider how a biblical worldview impacts on an understanding of children who have various learning challenges and how best to meet their needs in school.

· Develop a clear understanding of test validity and reliability and the way these are related and impact the assessment process.

· Understand essential measurement statistics including variance, standard deviation, standard score transformations, true scores, the standard error of measurement and confidence intervals.

· Develop a clear understanding of the impact of a range of factors that can interfere with effective measurement, including English as a Second Language, cultural differences, and a range of inherent tests biases – and how to compensate for these.

· Know the special education classification and funding system of the B.C. Ministry of Education and how test results are used to determine if a child meets criteria.

· Recognize how to use an “assessment flow chart” so that tests are administered in the correct order and that information is used to support intervention hypotheses.

· Understand the impact that “organic etiologies” can have on tests and testing – including visual acuity, hearing acuity, attention problems, transient illness, and child stress.

Overview

Understanding the learning needs of children is essential to the development of effective instruction and can be facilitated by a range of assessment procedures.  These include informal observation, the examination of learner “output,” the use of curriculum based measurement techniques, the administration and interpretation of standardized academic and other tests, and the integration and use of assessment data provided by school psychologists, speech language pathologists, and others.

A range of factors complicate accurate assessment and these will be carefully considered within the course.  What are the various perspectives that can be taken with assessment (norm versus criterion reference, formal versus informal, standardized versus non-standardized)?  What is “dynamic assessment?”  What are the differences among the levels  of testing (A, B and C  APA) ?  What about the influences of such factors as culture, ESL, child mental health and behaviour on assessment.  How can data from various sources (parents and other professionals) and across time (school records) be brought together to best inform educational decision making on behalf of a child?

Students will become familiar with a range of assessment topics including the range of assessment techniques and instruments available, the strengths and weaknesses of each,  and the meaning of such measurement concepts as the observed score, score transformations, variance, standard deviation,  and test reliability and validity.

Required Texts

There is no text, but the instructor will provide articles and other materials during the course at photocopy cost.  See also “references” below.

References:

The following will be used in support of the “Main Topics” and in some instances, copies of articles will be provided at photocopy cost by the instructor (copying in accordance with all copyright regulations).

Allington, R. (2003).  The impact of summer setback on the reading achievement gap.  
Phi Delta Kappan, Sept. 2003. 68-74.
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manual of policy, procedures and guidelines.  On-line version at:   HYPERLINK "http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/specialed/ppandg/toc.htm" www.bced.gov.bc.ca/specialed/ppandg/toc.htm
Bracken, B.A., (1988).  Ten psychometric reasons why similar tests produce dissimilar 
results.  Journal of School Psychology, 26, 155-166.

Flanagan, D., and Ortiz, S., (2001).  Essentials of cross-battery assessment.   New York: 
John Wiley and Sons.

Pierangleo, R., and Giuliani, G.A. (2002).  Assessment in special education, Boston, MA: 
Allyn and Bacon (Chapter 1: Introduction to Assesment)

Sattler, J. M. (2001).  Assessment of children.  Cognitive applications.  Fourth Edition.
San Diego, CA: Jerome M. Sattler.

Witt, J.C., Elliott, S.N., Daly, E.J., Gresham, F.M., & Kramer, J.J. (1997).  Assessment of 
at-risk and special needs children.  Boston, MA: McGraw-Hill.  (See Chapter 9: 
Integrating Problem Solving into Educational Decision Making).

Recommended Reading:

Van Brummelen, H. (2009). Walking with God in the Classroom (3rd ed.). Colorado 
Springs, CO: Purposeful Design Publications.  (see especially chapter seven).
Major topics to be considered:

1. The three levels of testing (A, B and C) and how they differ.

2. The role of each level in educational assessment – when to use which

3. The principles of standardized testing:

( provincial, national and international standards

( ethical test selection and use

( understanding measurement statistics (mean, mode median, standard       deviation)

( understanding standard error of measurement, reliability, validity

( understanding T scores, z score, percentile rank equivalents, age equivalents

( which scores to use and when

( how to compare standard scores

( measurement of error and confidence intervals

( making sense of test scores – flow chart for decision making

( interpreting test scores to parents, teachers and children

( writing and reading test reports

4. Pragmatic issues in test administration:

      ( choosing standardized tests

      ( what is more important, reliability or validity

      ( following correct test procedures

      ( establishing basals and ceilings

      ( scoring standardized tests with precision

      ( record keeping and file maintenance

      5.  Special consideration in assessment:


       - English as a Second Language


       -  physical variables: vision, hearing, motor

                   -  behavioural issues: non-compliance, passive resistance

                   -  the role of the family (informed consent, cooperation and collaboration)

                    - recent litigation that impacts assessment

                   -  the assessment standards of the B.C. Ministry of Education
Requirements and Assignments

1.  Attendance at and participation in class discussions and in writing activities as directed and required.

2.  Achieving a grade of 80% on one  criterion-referenced quiz designed to measure mastery of basic measurement concepts and calculations (including but not limited to variance, standard deviation, coefficient of determination, etc.).  Advance notice will be given for the short (30 minute) quiz.  Criteria for completion of the quiz is 80% and the instructor will assist anyone not achieving that level of performance so that they can re-write the quiz and achieve the criterion.  (worth 20% of course total)

3.  Students will maintain a "reflections journal" throughout the course, and will submit their journal to the instructor on the last day of class. There is to be an entry for each reading and for each class session. For each, summarize what you believe to be the most important and applicable points, and then give a short reflection on what you have learned and what impact it will have on how you approach your work. Entries do not need to be word processed and generally will be from 150-250 words in length. For your last entry, also give a 500-word synthesis and evaluation of the course content.  Take into account both the basic perspective described in the course syllabus, the use of various assessment tests and strategies, and the way in which what you have learned will affect special education diagnosis and subsequent learning strategies in your school (about 500 words) (worth 50% of course total).
4.  Presentation.  On the first day of class, students will be divided into groups of four.  Each group will be assigned a specific Level B test (WIAT, WJPB-A, Canada QUIET, PPVT-IV, etc.)  Information with respect to these tests is easily available on-line and the instructor will assist with locating information.  Each group will prepare a 30-minute presentation with a brief written summary.  Each group will present to the class in during the last few days of the course,  ensuring that all members of the group participate,.  Presenters will provide each class member with a copy of the presentation summary.  In this way, each class member will accumulate a folder describing the most commonly used Level B tests.  The group will be assigned a grade that is shared by the group.  (worth 30% of course total)

Summary of course marks:


Attendance/participation





required


Criterion-referenced quiz





20%


Journal assignment






50%


Group presentation






30%


TOTAL







100%
