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EDUCATION 540: CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVES ON TEACHING AND PEDAGOGY (3 sem. hrs.) 
Summer 2010 

 
Dates and times:     
Instructor:   Elaine Brouwer, M.A., Co-Director and Senior Member of Alta Vista (Seattle)  

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course will examine the theory and practice of teaching and pedagogy, including: the nature of teaching; a biblical 
framework for understanding and implementing teaching and learning; the classroom context for teaching and learning; 
the relationship between teaching and a teacher’s personal, professional, and spiritual growth; theories of instruction and 
distinctively Christian approaches to instruction; and a taxonomy of teaching strategies. The course will also include a 
review of educational aims and learning outcomes as well as the significance of learning style theories, multiple 
intelligences, and differentiated learning for daily classroom practice. These topics will be explored and discussed in terms 
of the relevance to classroom practice and the enhancement of teaching Christianly. 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

As you examine the theory and practice of classroom teaching and pedagogy, you will: 

· Grow personally, professionally and spiritually as your commitment to the task of teaching Christianly deepens 
· Review and sharpen your understanding of biblical perspectives on the goals and nature of teaching 
· Study, analyze, and evaluate pedagogical approaches that are both worldview-defensible and research-supported 
· Grow in your ability to articulate and implement a distinctively Christian instructional philosophy and practice 
· Increase competence in evaluating, selecting, and implementing a variety of appropriate teaching and learning 

strategies 
· Enlarge your ability to flex your teaching styles in terms of a taxonomy of teaching strategies 
· Enhance teaching and learning effectiveness through an expanded awareness of and insight into meeting diverse 

student learning needs 
· Develop a professional growth plan for improving your teaching practice   

COURSE RESOURCES 

1. Palmer, Parker. (1998). The Courage to Teach. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.  
2. Van Dyk, John. (2000). The Craft of Christian Teaching. Sioux Center, IA: Dordt Press. 
3. Smith, David I. and Shortt, John. (2002). The Bible and the Task of Teaching. Stapleford, Nottingham, UK: The 

Stapleford Centre. 

COURSE ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS   

This course provides an opportunity to explore pedagogical practices that may help transform 
education for 21st century (and beyond) learners who we hope and pray will become disciples of Jesus 
for the good of God’s world. The exploration is more open ended than directed. However, by the end of 
the course, you will need to tie your explorations, discoveries, and thoughts together to answer the 
first framing question of the course (#1). This response will, of course, be a snapshot of what you are 
thinking at that point – to be revised and built upon as you continue to explore. I encourage you to 
push yourself beyond the resources I provide as jumping off points. 
 

1. What does it mean to be a faithful follower of Jesus in teaching and learning? – Framing Question 
2. Does pedagogy matter?  How?  Why? 
3. How can we help students learn for their future rather than our past or present? 
4. How can our pedagogical practice help connect students with their talents and passions? 
5. How can our pedagogical practices contribute to human (our students) flourishing? 
6. How does the self who teaches impact teaching and learning? 
7. How can our pedagogy transform Christian education for the benefit of the learning of potential disciples of 

Christ? 
8. How can we teach for learning?  
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KEY LEARNING and ASSESSMENT ACTIVITIES 

Assessment for Learning 
 
1. PERSONAL CAPACITY INVENTORY - Use the template of effective teaching descriptors provided to assess your 

competencies for each criteria.  The inventory will include your reflections, summaries of potential evidence and/or 
anticipated professional growth activities.  

 
2.  Use the course resources, your own research, and topics in the Personal Capacity Journal to address essential 

questions 2 – 7. Include in your research such topics as the digital classroom, Web 2.0 tools, pedagogy of space and 
place, organic vs linear approaches to teaching/learning, the flat classroom, asking better questions, and others that 
you uncover.  

 
Potential internet resources include (but are not limited to):  

edutopia.org 
hightechhigh.org 
Ted.com (http://www.ted.com/talks/lang/eng/ken_robinson_says_schools_kill_creativity.html) and  

(http://www.ted.com/talks/lang/eng/sir_ken_robinson_bring_on_the_revolution.html),  
many more sites are listed on my Delicious page - http://delicious.com/elaine.brouwer 

 
 
Assessment of Learning 

3. PROFESSIONAL GROWTH PLAN 
a. Using the template provided, prepare 1 professional growth plan based on your Personal Capacity Inventory 

and your research. This plan should be built around pedagogical practices that you plan to implement in a 
unit/course during the next school year.  

4. CULMINATING ASSESSMENT  
a. Final response to framing question - What does it mean to be a faithful follower of Jesus in teaching and 

learning? Use responses to the other essential questions as well as your research to respond to the framing 
question. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 
Explicit Christian Perspective 
Bartholomew, Craig, ed. (2000). In the Fields of the Lord: a Calvin Seerveld Reader. Toronto: Tuppence Press. (Part 3) 
Blomberg, Doug. (2007). Wisdom and Curriculum: Christian Schooling after postmodernity. Sioux Center, IA: Dordt  
 College Press. 
Bruinsma, Robert. (2003). The Joy of Language: a Christian Framework for Language Arts Instruction. Colorado Springs,  
 CO: Purposeful Design. 
Graham, Donavan L. (2003). Teaching Redemptively: Bringing Grace and Truth Into Your Classroom.  Colorado Springs,  

CO: Purposeful Design (ACSI). 
Groome, Thomas H. (1980). Christian Religious Education. San Francisco: Harper and Row. 
Groome, Thomas H. (1998). Educating for Life: a Spiritual Vision for Every Teacher and Parent. Allen, TX: Thomas More. 
Lambert, Ian and Mitchell, Suzanne. (1997). The Crumbling Walls of Certainty: Towards a Christian Critique of Post  

Modernity and Education. Sydney: Centre for the Study of Australian Christianity. (Chapters 1 and 6). 
Middleton, J. Richard and Walsh, Brian J. (1984). The Transforming Vision: Shaping a Christian Worldview. Downers  

Grove, IL: Inter Varsity Press. 
Middleton, J. Richard and Walsh, Brian J. (1995). Truth is Stranger Than it Used to Be: Biblical Faith in a Postmodern 
Age.  

Downers Grove, IL: Inter Varsity Press. 
Palmer, Parker. (1993). To Know as We are Known: A Spirituality of Education. San Francisco: Harper and Row. 
Plantinga, Cornilius Jr. (2002) Engaging God’s World: A Christian Vision of Faith, Learning and Living. Grand Rapids, MI: 



Christian Perspectives on Teaching and Pedagogy   3 
Elaine Brouwer, Alta Vista, 2009 

Eerdmans. 
Smith, David I. And Carvill, Barbara. (2000). The Gift of the Stranger: Faith, Hospitality, and Foreign Language Learning.  

Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans. 
Smith, David I. And Shortt, John. (2002). The Bible and the Task of Teaching. Stapleford, Nottingham, UK: The Stapleford  

Centre. 
Stronks, Gloria Goris and Blomberg, Doug. (1993). A Vision with a Task: Christian Schooling for Responsive Discipleship.  

Grand Rapids: Baker Book House. 
Stronks, Gloria Goris and Joldersma, Clarence W. eds. (2002). Educating for Life: Reflections on Christian Teaching and 

 Learning. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic. (Part 4) 
Van Brummelen, Harro. (1998). Walking With God in the Classroom: Christian Approaches to Teaching and Learning. 2nd  

edition. Seattle: Alta Vista Press. 
Van Brummelen, Harro & Elliot, Daniel C. (1997). Nurturing Christians as Reflective Educators. Coalition of Christian 

Teacher-Educators San Dimas, CA:” Learning Light. 
Van Dyk, John. (1997). Letters to Lisa. Sioux Center, IA: Dordt Press. 
Van Dyk, John. (2000). The Craft of Christian Teaching. Sioux Center, IA: Dordt Press. 
Van Dyk, John. (2007). Fostering a Reflective Culture in the Christian School. Sioux Center, IA: Dordt College Press. 
Vryhof, Brouwer, Ulstein, and VanderArk. (1989). 12 Affirmations: Reformed Schooling for the 21st Century. Grand  

Rapids: Baker Book House. 
Vryhof, Steve, C. (2004). Between Memory and Vision: The Case for Faith-Based Schooling. Grand Rapids, MI:  

Eerdmans.  
Walsh, Brian J. (1994). Subversive Christianity: Imaging God in a Dangerous Time. Seattle, WA: Alta Vista. 
 
 
Concept-Based Teaching/Teaching for Understanding 
Erickson, H. Lynn. (1998). Concept-Based Curriculum and Instruction Teaching Beyond the Facts. Thousand Oaks, CA: 
Corwin Press, Inc. (“Teaching Conceptually: Questions and Answers”, pg.152 – 158) 
Meier, Deborah. (1995). The Power of Their Ideas. Boston: Beacon Press. 
Wiggins, Grant and McTighe, Jay. (1998). Understanding By Design. Alexandria, VA: ASCD. (Chapter 10) 
 
 
Learning Theory/Cognitive Science/Instructional Strategies 
Chase, Penelle and Doan, Jane. (1994). Full Circle: A New Look at Multiage Education. Portsmouth: Heinemann. 
Cotton, Kathleen. (2000). The Schooling Practices that Matter Most. Alexandria, VA: ASCD. 
Egan, Kieran. (1986). Teaching as Story Telling. London, ON: Althouse Press. 
Egan, Kieran. (1992). Imagination in Teaching and Learning.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
Egan, Kieran. (1997). The Educated Mind: How Cognitive Tools Shape Our Understanding. Chicago: University of 

Chicago Press. 
Egan, Kieran. (2005). An Imaginative Approach to Teaching. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass. 
Gardner, Howard. (1991). The Unschooled Mind: How Children Think and How Schools Should Teach. New York: Basic 

Books. 
Marzano, Robert J., Pickering, Debra J., and Pollock, Jane E. (2001). Classroom Instruction That Works: Research-Based 
Strategies for Increasing Student Achievement. Alexandria, VA: ASCD. 
Marzano, Robert J. with Marzano, Jana S. and Pickering, Debra J. (2003). Classroom Management that Works: 

Research-Based Strategies for Every Teacher. Alexandria, VA: ASCD. 
Palmer, Parker. (1998). The Courage To Teach: The Inner Landscape of a Teacher’s Life. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass. 
Silver, Harvey, Richard Strong, and Matthew Perini. (2000). So Each May Learn: Integrating Learning Styles and Multiple 

 Intelligences. Alexandria, VA: ASCD. 
Tomlinson, Carol Ann. (1999). The Differentiated Classroom: Responding to the needs of All Learners. Alexandria, VA:  

ASCD. 
Torp, Linda and Sage, Sara. (1998). Problems as Possibilities: Problem-Based Learning for K-12 Education. Alexandria,  

VA: ASCD. 
Vella, Jane. (2002). Learning to listen Learning to Teach: the Power of Dialogue in Educating Adults. San Francisco: 

Jossey-Bass. 
 
 
Critical Pedagogy/Constructivists/Shared Praxis 
Brooks, Jacqueline Grennon and Brooks, Martin G. (1993). The Case for Constructivist Classrooms. Alexandria, VA: 

ASCD. 



Christian Perspectives on Teaching and Pedagogy   4 
Elaine Brouwer, Alta Vista, 2009 

Freire, Paulo. (1970). Pedagogy of the Oppressed. New York: The Seabury Press. 
Freire, Paulo. (1990). Education for Critical Consciousness. New York: Continuum. 
Freire, Paulo. (1989). Learning to Question: a Pedagogy of Liberation. New York: Continuum. 
Freire, Paulo. (1993). Pedagogy of the City. New York: Continuum. 
hooks, bell.(1994). Teaching to Transgress. New York: Routledge. 
Giroux, Henry A. (1997). Pedagogy and the Politics of Hope. Boulder, CO: Westview Press. 
McLaren, Peter. (1994). Life in Schools: an Introduction to Critical Pedagogy in the Foundations of Education. Toronto:  

Irwin Publishing. 
Shor, Ira. (1992). Empowering Education: Critical Teaching for Social Change. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
 
 
Professional Development/Teacher Evaluation  
Danielson, Charlotte, and McGreal, Thomas L. (2000). Teacher Evaluation to Enhance Professional Practice. Alexandria,  

VA: ASCD. 
Danielson, Charlotte. (2007) Enhancing Professional Practice: a framework for teaching. Alexandria, VA: ASCD. 
Eisner, Elliott. (1991). The Enlightened Eye: Qualitative Inquiry and the Enhancement of Educational Practice. New York: 

 Macmillan. 
Langer, Georgia M., Colton, Amy B., and Goff, Loretta S. (2003). Collaborative Analysis of Student Work: Improving  

Teaching and Learning. Alexandria, VA: ASCD. 
Levine, Barbara B. ed. (2001). Energizing Teacher Education and Professional Development with Problem-Based 

 Learning. Alexandria, VA: ASCD. 
Pajak, Edward. (2003). Honoring Diverse Teaching Styles: a Guide for Supervisors. Alexandria, VA: ASCD. 
Reeves, Douglas B. (2004). Accountability for Learning: How Teachers and School Leaders Take Charge. Alexandria, 

VA: ASCD. 
Sagor, Richard. (2000). Guiding School Improvement with Action Research. Alexandria, VA: ASCD. 
Stronge, James. (2002). Qualities of Effective Teachers. Alexandria, VA: ASCD.  
Wiggins, Grant. (1998). Educative Assessment: Designing Assessments to Inform and Improve Student Performance. 
San 

Francisco: Jossey-Bass. (Chapter 11 - “Teaching and Accountability”, pg. 289 – 309) 
 
 
School Improvement 
Brandt, Ronald S. ed. (2000). Education in a New Era. Alexandria, VA: ASCD. 
Caine, Renate and Caine, Geoffrey. (1997). Education on the Edge of Possibility. Alexandria, VA: ASCD. 
Darling-Hammond, Linda. (1997). The Right to Learn. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass. 
Kohn, Alfie. (1999). The Schools Our Children Deserve. New York: Houghton Mifflin. 
Kozol, Jonathan. (1991). Savage Inequalities: Children in America’s Schools. New York: Crown. 
Kozol, Jonathan. (1995). Amazing Grace: The Lives of Children and the Conscience of a Nation. New York: Crown. 
Levine, Eliot. (2002). One Kid at a Time: Big Lessons from a Small School. NY: Teachers College Press. 
Wood, George H. (1992). Schools That Work: America’s Most Innovative Public Education Programs. NY: Plume. 
Wood, George H. (1998). A Time to Learn. NY: Plume. 
 
 
 


