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Quick Tips    Research 
Research should begin with curiosity.  You begin by asking questions about a 
particular topic.  Once you find some answers, then you can begin to shape 
your writing.  The research paper doesn't merely rehash others’ ideas or writ-
ing, but rather presents your investigation and its results. 

What do I need to do? 
 
1. Be prepared.  Before you even consider starting to write or research your essay, 

you must have the answers to the following questions: What is the title of the essay 
or the question you have been asked?  How long must the essay be?  What other 
requirements are there (presentation, referencing, bibliography, etc.)?  If you’re not 
sure you understand the topic or question for the essay, ask your professor for 
clarification! 

2. Tackling the question.  Keep the question in mind as you start to select materials.  
Start with basic reading: lecture notes, handouts, relevant chapters in core texts.  
When you are familiar with the basics, go on to more detailed texts: articles in jour-
nals, texts referred to by your professor, references in handouts, references in core 
texts. 

3. Be selective.  Keep the question/topic in mind and be selective.  Use information 
that directly applies to your essay.  When you come across something that you 
think might be helpful write down the bibliographical information for that source and 
note its relevance. 

 
Did you know … 
 
Trinity Western University is a member of COPPUL (Council of Prairie and Pacific Uni-
versity Libraries).  This means that TWU students can take out books for free at most 
post-secondary institutions across Canada (including UBC and SFU).  Have you ever 
found that the TWU Library doesn’t have the books you need?  Are most of the books 
already out?  Are there not enough topic specific resources?  Why not check out one 
of the other local universities?  You can check out their library catalogues online.  You 
can even order books from SFU online to be sent directly to the Surrey Campus 
(located at Surrey Central) for you. 
 
Sounds too good to be true...how does it work? 
 
Go to the TWU Library and ask for a COPPUL card.  Take the COPPUL card and your 
TWU Student Card when you go to check out books at another institution.  For more 
information talk to the TWU library staff. 


