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CGS-D Award Overview
• Top tier applications
• Tenable within Canada only 

(Photo linked to full webpage)

https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/students-etudiants/pg-cs/cgsd-bescd_eng.asp#quotas


Eligibility
• Citizenship status
• Program completion status



Agency Specific Doctoral Awards
• Each agency has its own doctoral awards for meritorious applications

• Applicants submit only one application to be considered for both the CGS-D and the 
agency specific awards

• Eligibility requirements may differ for agency specific awards

• Tenable within Canada or abroad



SSHRC Doctoral Award
(Photo linked to full webpage)

https://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/funding-financement/programs-programmes/fellowships/doctoral-doctorat-eng.aspx#5


SSHRC Imagining 
Canada’s Future
(Photo linked to full webpage)

https://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/society-societe/community-communite/Imagining_Canadas_Future-Imaginer_l_avenir_du_Canada-eng.aspx


NSERC Doctoral Award
(Photo linked to full webpage)

https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Students-Etudiants/PG-CS/BellandPostgrad-BelletSuperieures_eng.asp


NSERC Research Areas
List of research topics here.
(Photo linked to full webpage)

https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/professors-professeurs/grants-subs/dgplist-psdliste_eng.asp
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/index_eng.asp


CIHR Doctoral Award
• Maximum of $35,000
• Up to three years
• Abroad only
(Photo linked to full webpage)

https://cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/50513.html#details-panel2


CIHR Priority Driven 
Initiatives
(Photo linked to full webpage)

https://cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/50077.html
https://cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/50077.html


SSHRC – Social Sciences & Humanities
The intended outcome of the research must primarily be to add to our understanding 
and knowledge of individuals, groups, and societies - what we think, how we live and 
how we interact with each other and the world around us.

NSERC – Natural Science & Engineering
The intended objectives of the research must primarily be to advance knowledge in 
one or more of the natural science or engineering disciplines.

CIHR – Health 
The intended outcomes of the research must primarily improve or have an impact on 
health and/or produce more effective health services and products and/or strengthen 
the Canadian health care system.

Selecting the Appropriate Agency
Webpage (linked)

https://science.gc.ca/site/science/en/interagency-research-funding/policies-and-guidelines/selecting-appropriate-federal-granting-agency


SSHRC Quota = 3
• List of institutions with a SSHRC quota (linked)
• See CGS-D application flowchart (next slide) for where to apply (linked)

NSERC Quota = 3
• List of institutions with an NSERC quota (linked)
• See CGS-D application flowchart (next slide) for where to apply (linked)

CIHR Quota = 0 
• List of institutions with a CIHR quota (linked)
• CIHR application flowchart (linked)

TWU’s 2024 CGS-D Quotas

https://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/funding-financement/apply-demande/background-renseignements/doctors_allocation-doctorat_allocation-eng.aspx
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/_doc/Students-Etudiants/CGSDFlowchart_e.PDF
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Students-Etudiants/PG-CS/quota-quota_eng.asp
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/_doc/Students-Etudiants/CGSDFlowchart_e.PDF
https://cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/51528.html
https://cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/52092.html


CGS-D 
Application 
Flowchart

Where to submit 
your application

(Photo linked to full webpage)

https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/_doc/Students-Etudiants/CGSDFlowchart_e.PDF


• Institutions may recommend applications from self-identified 
Indigenous student researchers to the doctoral awards 
competition beyond their application quota.

• Self-identified Indigenous student researchers must agree to 
their personal information being used for this purpose by 
making the appropriate selection in the application form.

Indigenous Student Researchers



• The Government of Canada has increased the amount of 
funding available specifically to Black student researchers.

• Each agency has a limited number of additional CGS D 
awards reserved for this initiative.

• Self-identified Black student researchers must agree to their 
personal information being used for this purpose by making 
the appropriate selection in the application form.

Black Student Researchers



• Applicants can outline any special circumstances that have affected their performance 
or productivity.
o For example, delays in disseminating research results due to health problems, family 

responsibilities, parental leave, disabilities, trauma and loss or other applicable 
circumstances.

• Applicants may want to consider including disruptions caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic, if applicable.
o For example, lab access, equipment delays, family responsibilities, etc.
o Should include an explanation about what was done to adjust or compensate in response to 

these impacts.

• Each agency includes a section for Special Circumstances in their application process.
o SSHRC - submit a 1 page “Allowable Inclusions” document
o NSERC - in the application form, in the section entitled "Special Circumstances"
o CIHR - in the Canadian Common CV (CCV), in the section entitled "Employment", sub-

section entitled "Leaves of Absence and Impact on Research"

Special Circumstances



CGS-D Selection Criteria



CGS-D Application Timeline



Writing a Research Proposal
• A proposal needs to communicate effectively to all readers.

• An interdisciplinary group of selection committee members will be evaluating your 
application. Some committee members will speak a different disciplinary “language”, so 
your proposal needs to be written in lay terms.

• Ensure that your proposal provides a clear outline of your research, including, for example, 
the research question(s), context, objectives, methodology, and significance, as well as 
expected contributions to advancing knowledge.

• Consult with your supervisor when writing your proposal. The Office of Graduate Studies 
cannot assist applicants with writing their research proposals.



Transcripts
TWU will not reject an application that contains unofficial transcripts, but all transcripts should 
be dated/issued within the semester of application. 

• University name
• University logo
• University address
• Date of printing/issue
• Program info
• Student name
• Student ID
• Student birthdate
• “Unofficial” stamp



Transcript Key
A transcript key must be included for each 
institution for which a transcript is submitted.

Applications without transcript legends will not 
meet eligibility criteria.

If submitting electronic transcripts, applicants are 
responsible for contacting the respective university 
to obtain the legend. Pages from an Academic 
Calendar or equivalent are not accepted. 



Equity, Diversity, & Inclusion
(Photo linked to full webpage)

https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/InterAgency-Interorganismes/EDI-EDI/Action-Plan_Plan-dAction_eng.asp


• Guide for Applicants: Considering EDI in your application

• EDI considerations at each stage of the research process

• Indigenous Talent Measures

• Tri-Agency Research Training Award Holder’s Guide (TARTAHG)

• How to Make Your Application Shine (UBC)

Links

https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/_doc/EDI/Guide_for_Applicants_EN.pdf
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/NSERC-CRSNG/Policies-Politiques/EDI_guidance-Conseils_EDI_eng.asp
https://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/society-societe/community-communite/indigenous_research-recherche_autochtone/talent_measures-mesures_du_talent-eng.aspx
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Students-Etudiants/Guides-Guides/TriRTA-TriBFR_eng.asp
https://www.grad.ubc.ca/sites/default/files/doc/page/2016-09-08_making_your_application_shine.pdf


• Confirm eligibility
• Confirm research area and select appropriate agency
• Determine where to submit an application
• Read application instructions
• Apply online in the appropriate portal

Next Steps



GradStudies@twu.ca
Alethea.Cook@twu.ca

mailto:Alethea.cook@twu.ca
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