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CGS-M Overview
(Photo linked to full webpage)

https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Students-Etudiants/PG-CS/CGSM-BESCM_eng.asp


Who funds the CGS-M awards?
TRI-AGENCIES

Three federal research funding agencies that work in close collaboration to “invest in 
talented people, research excellence and infrastructure, and facilitate knowledge translation 
and mobilization to help foster a culture of social and commercial innovation.”



Eligible Canadian institutions receive allocations of 
CGS-M awards
(Photo linked to full webpage)

University Quotas

https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/students-etudiants/cgsallocations-quotasbesc_eng.asp


Award Allocations
• Each institution has its own quota

• Applicants can identify up to three potential host institutions on their application

• Determine the appropriate funding agency for your research

• Determine which institutions you’re interested in applying to

• Determine whether those institutions have a quota for your appropriate funding 
agency

• Funding is tenured at the institution where you accept the award



TWU & ACTS Program Eligibility
SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES 
RESEARCH COUNCIL (SSHRC) – 2 

• Biblical Studies & Christian Thought
• Counselling Psychology
• Educational Studies
• Interdisciplinary Humanities
• Linguistics
• Marriage & Family Therapy (ACTS)
• Nursing
• TESOL
• Theology & Theological Studies (ACTS)

CANADIAN INSTITUTES OF HEALTH 
RESEARCH (CIHR) – 1 

• Counselling Psychology
• Nursing



CGS-M Application Timeline



• Speak to your supervisor or program director about applying
• Confirm your eligibility
• Select appropriate funding agency
• Determine if your proposed host institution(s) has an allocation for your appropriate 

funding agency
• Read the CGS-M application instructions
• Start an application in the Research Portal
• Gather your transcripts
• Identify two referees and ask if they are willing to provide a referral for you before 

Dec 1
• Attend TWU’s virtual CGS-M Application Workshop on Nov 2 at 11:30 a.m. (link to 

join)

Next Steps

https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/students-etudiants/pg-cs/cgsm-bescm_eng.asp
https://science.gc.ca/site/science/en/interagency-research-funding/policies-and-guidelines/selecting-appropriate-federal-granting-agency
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/students-etudiants/cgsallocations-quotasbesc_eng.asp
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/ResearchPortal-PortailDeRecherche/Instructions-Instructions/CGS_M-BESC_M_eng.asp
https://portal-portail.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/
https://twu.zoom.us/j/98455714149


Applicant Eligibility
• Citizenship status
• Program of study completion status
• Program of study eligibility
• Eligible locations of tenure
• Field of research eligibility



The intended outcome of the research must primarily be to add to our understanding 
and knowledge of individuals, groups, and societies - what we think, how we live and 
how we interact with each other and the world around us.

NSERC – Natural Science & Engineering
The intended objectives of the research must primarily be to advance knowledge in 
one or more of the natural science or engineering disciplines.

CIHR – Health 
The intended outcomes of the research must primarily improve or have an impact on 
health and/or produce more effective health services and products and/or strengthen 
the Canadian health care system.

Selecting the Appropriate Agency

SSHRC – Social Sciences & Humanities

Webpage (linked)

https://science.gc.ca/site/science/en/interagency-research-funding/policies-and-guidelines/selecting-appropriate-federal-granting-agency


SSHRC Imagining 
Canada’s Future
(Photo linked to full webpage)

https://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/society-societe/community-communite/Imagining_Canadas_Future-Imaginer_l_avenir_du_Canada-eng.aspx


NSERC Research Areas
List of research topics here.
(Photo linked to full webpage)

https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/professors-professeurs/grants-
subs/dgplist-psdliste_eng.asp

https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/professors-professeurs/grants-subs/dgplist-psdliste_eng.asp
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/index_eng.asp


CIHR Priority Driven 
Initiatives

(Photo linked to full webpage)

https://cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/50077.html
https://cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/50077.html


Application Process
• Application in the Research Portal
• Outline of proposed research (max 1 page)
• Bibliography and citations (max 1 page)
• Transcripts

o All post-secondary transcripts, including Fall 2023 (even though there are no grades)
o Transcripts must be dated within the Fall 2023 semester (September or later)

• Canadian Common CV
o An application that allows researchers to enter their CV data once for submission to a network 

of federal, provincial, and non-profit agencies

• Special Circumstances
o Circumstances that have interrupted your research, academic achievement, professional 

career, or completion of degree

• Reference Assessments
o Two, submitted directly in the Research Portal



Research Portal



• Applicants can outline any special circumstances that have affected their performance 
or productivity.
o For example, delays in disseminating research results due to health problems, family 

responsibilities, parental leave, disabilities, trauma and loss, or other applicable 
circumstances.

• Applicants may want to consider including disruptions caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic, if applicable.
o For example, lab access, equipment delays, family responsibilities, etc.
o Should include an explanation about what was done to adjust or compensate in response 

to these impacts.

Special Circumstances



Outline of Proposed Research (1 page)
• A proposal needs to be written in plain-language that will communicate effectively to all 

readers.

• An interdisciplinary group of selection committee members will be evaluating your 
application. Some committee members will speak a different disciplinary “language”, so 
your proposal needs to be written in lay terms.

• Ensure that your proposal provides a clear outline of your research, including, for example, 
the research question(s), context, objectives, methodology, and significance, as well as 
expected contributions to advancing knowledge.

• Consult with your supervisor when writing your proposal. The Office of Graduate Studies 
cannot assist applicants with writing their research proposals.



Bibliography and citations (1 page)
• Citations for all works referenced in the research proposal.

• Format used by the primary discipline of the proposed research.



Transcripts
Up-to-date official transcripts are required. 

• Transcripts for the fall semester in the year of application must be included, whether they contain 
grades or not

• If transcripts include transfer credits from another institution, the original transcript with grades must 
be included

• Transcripts are used to confirm the number of months of graduate studies completed
• Transcripts are also used to determine first-class average and current registration



Transcript Key
A transcript key must be included for each 
institution for which a transcript is submitted.

Applications without transcript legends will not 
meet eligibility criteria.

If submitting electronic transcripts, applicants 
are responsible for contacting the respective 
university to obtain the legend. Pages from an 
Academic Calendar or equivalent are not 
accepted. 



First-Class Average and Other Measures



Academic Excellence = 50%



Research Potential = 30%



Personal Characteristics and 
Interpersonal Skills = 20%



Canadian Common CV (CCV)

https://ccv-cvc.ca/loginresearcher-eng.frm
https://ccv-cvc.ca/loginresearcher-eng.frm


• Seek out your potential referees now
o Are they willing
o Are the able

• Referees should be familiar with your research and other abilities
o Academic supervisor
o Professional supervisor
o Professor or advisor

• Referees will provide meaningful commentary
o Ask someone with whom you have a positive relationship

Reference Assessments (2)



Notification of Results
Offers of awards will be available in the Research Portal on April 1

Award Installments 
SU24 Start

Summer 2024 (May) 
Fall 2024 (September) 
Spring 2025 (January)

Award Installments 
FA24 Start

Fall 2024 (September) 
Spring 2025 (January) 
Summer 2025 (May)



Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion
(Photo linked to full webpage)

https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/InterAgency-Interorganismes/EDI-EDI/Action-Plan_Plan-dAction_eng.asp


Attend TWU’s virtual CGS-M Application Workshop 

on Nov 2 at 11:30 a.m. (link to join)

Application Workshop

Applications cannot be revised after the Dec 1 submission date.

VIRTUAL APPLICATION WORKSHOP 
LINK: https://twu.zoom.us/j/98455714149

NOTES: 
(1) The workshop is not a pre-assessment.
(2) Applicants are responsible for eligibility compliance and accuracy.

https://twu.zoom.us/j/98455714149
https://twu.zoom.us/j/98455714149


Spring 2024
Participation is open to all graduate students who are enrolled in 
research-based programs

Benefits of participating:
• Experience public speaking
• Developing your elevator pitch for future networking situations
• Increased opportunities by publicizing your research:

collaborations, agency funding, employer interest

PRIZES up to $500!

https://www.twu.ca/life-twu/student-services/graduate-student-services/three-minute-thesis-3mt-competition
https://www.twu.ca/life-twu/student-services/graduate-student-services/three-minute-thesis-3mt-competition/participant


https://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/society-societe/storytellers-jai_une_histoire_a_raconter/index-eng.aspx


(Photo linked to full webpage)

https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Students-Etudiants/PG-CS/CGSD-BESCD_eng.asp


• CGS-M Resources

• Tri-Agency Research Training Award Holder’s Guide (TARTAHG)

• Guide for Applicants: Considering EDI in your application

• EDI considerations at each stage of the research process

Links

https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Students-Etudiants/CGSHarmonization-HarmonizationBESC_eng.asp
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Students-Etudiants/Guides-Guides/TriRTA-TriBFR_eng.asp
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/_doc/EDI/Guide_for_Applicants_EN.pdf
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/NSERC-CRSNG/Policies-Politiques/EDI_guidance-Conseils_EDI_eng.asp


GradStudies@twu.ca
Alethea.Cook@twu.ca

mailto:Alethea.cook@twu.ca
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