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History 136:  Post-Confederation Canada  

Trinity Western University 
Summer 2017
Professor: Bruce Shelvey


Phone & voice mail: 604-513-2121 (3141)

Office:  RNT 255



E-mail: shelvey@twu.ca

Office Hours: By appointment
Course Description: Welcome to the Department of History at Trinity Western University. In one intense week of classes, we will be exploring the history of Canada from its entry into Confederation in 1867 to the 1980s.  The study of the Canada’s past is of fundamental importance if we wish to understand this complex and bewildering nation. We will not only look at the more traditional perspectives of history such as politics, economics, and military, but also more recent social and cultural interpretations that include an exploration of the themes of race, ethnicity, gender and the environment. HIST 136 is a lecture/seminar format that will allow for the greatest possible interaction with not only the professor, but also other students as well. The many hours that are spent in the class while attending lectures, viewing multi-media presentations, discussing the readings, and out of the class with studying for and writing the Final Exam are not to be a chore or an obligation; they all should be intellectually challenging and, hopefully, even interesting and exciting! I will do my best to make your time in this course worthwhile, however, much of the energy and enthusiasm in the class will come from you.

Course Objectives: This course will encourage you to examine the nature of the discipline of history; to acquire a basic knowledge of the history of Canada and its various regions; to explore the relevant secondary literature in the field; to interpret the readings and lectures in relation to the national experience; to utilise the knowledge learned to intelligently discuss and debate contemporary issues; to develop your ability to think critically and to articulate your ideas in writing with clarity and precision.  

The course will be split up into three different "sections" (Pre-Camp, Camp Week and Post-Camp). 
Pre-Camp Section:  You must complete the textbook reading (Introduction, Chapters 6-Epilogue) and review the following Great Canadian Mysteries Websites in order to prepare for the week of classes: 
http://www.canadianmysteries.ca/sites/donnellys/indexen.html
http://www.canadianmysteries.ca/sites/klondike/indexen.html
http://www.canadianmysteries.ca/sites/thomson/indexen.html
http://www.canadianmysteries.ca/sites/gagnon/indexen.html
http://www.canadianmysteries.ca/sites/norman/indexen.html
Camp Week of Classes:  During the week of classes you will attend lectures, engage in discussions, write 5 quizzes on the Great Canadian Mystery and sit for Part I of the Final Exam. 
Post-Camp section:  Complete written portion (Part II) of the Final Exam.
Prescribed Reading: Because it is impossible to treat all topics and issues fairly in a one-week course, students are required to do all of the supplemental and required readings as a way of filling out their total understanding of the nation's past.  The text for this course is J.M. Bumsted and Michael C. Bumstead.  A History of the Canadian Peoples.  5th Edition.  Don Mills, On:  Oxford University Press, 2016.  You will also be required to examine and form opinions on 5 Great Canadian Mysteries that will be used as the basis of in-class discussions.  
Assessment:




GCM Quizzes (5 @ 4% each)



20% 
Final Exam Part I (In-Class M/C)


25%


Final Exam Part II (Take-home Essay)


45%



Class participation




10%


Total






100%
Evaluation:  Students must successfully complete the quizzes, the final exam and Experiencing History Assignment in order to receive credit for this course.  Assessment will follow TWU’s Grading Scale (see Calendar).  You can submit assignments as MS Word attachments by e-mail from your mytwu.ca account to shelvey@twu.ca.  All assignments submitted as e-documents should have the author’s last name in the file name of the document (example:  HIST136 Final Paper your name.doc).  It is your responsibility to ensure that assignments have been received by a confirmation e-mail from the professor.

Quizzes: (5 @ 4% = 20%)

Five times in the course we will be discussing an issue arising out of a GCM website.  Students will be expected to preview the assigned web-site and have a good working knowledge of the basic content and concepts that are expressed therein.  Students will be tested on their understanding of the web-site through a quiz.  Students who miss the quiz will not be able to make it up.

Class Participation: (10%)

Students will be evaluated on their willingness to interact in discussions and their grasp of the readings.  Failure to attend classes will have a significant negative impact on your participation grade.
Final Exam Part I (25%) 

The Final Exam Part I will test your understanding of course themes and content through multiple choice questions.  Part I of the Final Exam will be taken in-class on the last session of the course.  A study guide will be posted on MyCourses.      
Final Exam Part II: (45%)
You are to respond to the following essay question in the take-home essay portion of the exam:

Canadians most often see society in Canada within the context of multiculturalism, a mosaic rather than a melting pot.  However, this has not always been, nor may it now be, the case.  How did Canadians construct and maintain a “colour line” after 1867? Conclude by offering some thoughts on Canadian society today and what you see as the country’s most promising future.

Format:  The essay should be no more than 5 typed, double-spaced pages, one inch margins all around and written in 12-point Times font.  References to specific lectures, the textbook, articles, and Great Canadian Mysteries should be clearly identified in the text.  

The essay question requires you to consider:  "What is the nature of Canada?"  You should construct a well-thought-out thesis (not only what you are going to argue but how you will argue it) and present your arguments in a coherent and clear manner.  You would also do well to make specific references to historical events, places and people throughout the essay as a way of providing evidence for your arguments.  You should use the lectures, GCM websites, videos, discussions, and the textbook as sources of information.  In addition, you MUST visit at least one historical site (see list below) and include extensive commentary/analysis of how Canadian history is represented at that location.  Finally, you have a chance to wax philosophical in your conclusion so do take the opportunity to state some of your poignant observations, making sure that they follow from the rest of the discussion in your essay.  A good essay should have a well-constructed thesis, arguments supported by evidence, some counter-arguments and a thoughtful conclusion.  Because this is a take-home exam, it is my expectation that you will construct a fairly sophisticated and nuanced answer.  READ THE QUESTION CAREFULLY!
One of the unique elements of Part II of the Final Exam is the requirement to physically visit one of many possible historic sites located in the Lower Mainland and Victoria from the list below.  If you know of another site that might be suitable in the Lower Mainland or elsewhere in B.C. or Canada (if you are able to access it) please suggest it and have it pre-approved by me.  Based upon experiential learning outcomes you should analyze your chosen public site of power and show what kind of Canada it portrays.  Your answer should not just describe the contents of the site.  Rather your critical assessment based upon the question “did Canada establish and maintain a “colour line?” should analyze how ‘history’ was presented at the site and in the published materials.  Consider that everything that you interact with at the site is communicating something of the history that it is telling.  Your answer should include the following:

1.  A clear statement of your position on the representation of history at the site: What is the ‘narrative’ that the site is trying to communicate about Canada?  What specific ‘history’ is it telling and how is it relating it?  You may also include an assessment of its “mission/values/goals” (usually this is published somewhere or can be secured from site’s curator) as it relates to the question:  How does the site’s mission influence its representation of history (ie:  educational, preservation, tourism, community pride, etc.)?  
2. While specific examples should be included in your answer, you need to show how these descriptions relate to the representation of the past (melting pot, mosaic or some other social model).  Based on your what you have learned from the lectures, from the textbook readings and from the GCM assignments, how does the site reflect broader academic opinion on the nature of Canada? What is included and excluded from the ‘story’ or ‘narrative’ of the site?  Does the site criticize Canada’s standard historical narrative or is it a celebration of community/regional/ provincial/ethnic/national pride? 

3. In addition, you may wish to analyze how the presentation of material culture and history targets a specific audience and what the site wants visitors to understand about Canadian society and culture.  Examining the supporting materials on their published web-sites can often provide rich insights into the intent and purpose of the history that is being put ‘on display’. 
An important point to remember:  I am not looking to trick you or to find out what you don’t know.  I am interested in knowing what you have learned about Canadian history after Confederation and the role that historical discourse plays in how we have understood this place, ourselves and each Other.  Do not forget that your analysis needs to focus on the representation of Canada’s past after (post) Confederation (1867).  And, the 'site' must be a physical place; I will require proof (like a receipt or pictures) that you have indeed visited the site.  You MAY NOT use the Fort Langley National Historic Site as an option.  
List of Possible Historic Sites:
	Stave Falls Power House
	Agassiz-Harrison Museum 

	Gulf of Georgia Cannery
	Pitt Meadows Heritage & Museum Society 

	Steveston Museum and Walking Tour
	Canadian Museum of Flight & Transportation 

	Chinese Cultural Centre Museum and Archives 
	Chilliwack Museum & Archives 

	BC Legislative Assembly (Victoria)
	Delta Museum & Archives 

	The Roedde House Museum 
	Fort Langley CN Station Museum 

	Royal BC Museum (Victoria)
	Port Moody Station Museum 

	Vancouver Maritime Museum 
	Irving House/New Westminster Museum/Archives 

	Museum of Vancouver  
	Surrey Museum & Archives  

	Britannia Heritage Shipyard 
	Bralorne Pioneer Museum

	Burnaby Village Museum 
	B.C. Museum of Mining

	Japanese-Canadian National Museum and Archives, 
	Maritime Museum of BC (Victoria)

	Richmond Museum 
	Pemberton and District Museum and Archives

	Langley Centennial Museum & National Exhibition Centre
	BC Farm Machinery & Agricultural Museum Association

	North Vancouver Museum & Archives 
	Maple Ridge Museum and Walking Tour

	West Coast Railway Heritage Park
	Historic Stewart Farm


History 136: Proposed Course Outline and Schedule of Readings:  
	Day
	Topic/Discussion Question 
	Readings

	Day 1
	Introduction.  Defining Canada?  What is History

Pre-Confederation Highlights; The West, 1885 Rebellion ; National Policy 
	A History of the Canadian Peoples (HCP), Preface, Introduction; pp. 210-240
http://www.canadianmysteries.ca/sites/donnellys/indexen.html

	Day 2

	Industrialisation; Immigration;  Laurier Boom; Internal Colonization; Social Reform and the Gospel; Black Experience in Canada; Women's Movement;

GCM:  The Black Donnellys (a.m.)

GCM:  The Klondike (p.m.)
	HCP, pp. 241-285
http://www.canadianmysteries.ca/sites/klondike/indexen.html

	Day 3
	Making Canada? Imperialism and WWI;  Labour Unrest; 
GCM:  Thomson
	HCP, pp. 286-366
http://www.canadianmysteries.ca/sites/thomson/indexen.html

	Day 4
	Progressives; Depression; WWII and CDN Identity; Pride and Prejudice: Post-War Canada

GCM:  Gagnon
	HCP, pp. 367-457
http://www.canadianmysteries.ca/sites/gagnon/indexen.html

	Day 5

	Return of the Good Life;

Quiet Revolution; Free Trade; Tragedy of the Commons; Review of Issues

GCM:  Norman
	HCP, pp. 458-525
http://www.canadianmysteries.ca/sites/norman/indexen.html

	Day 6
	Last Class in the Morning:  Finish up and Summary.

FINAL EXAM (afternoon class starting at 1 pm) 
	HCP, pp. 526-600.

The Final Exam will be taken in two parts:  Part I:  An in-class portion consisting of 50 multiple choice questions.  Part II: a take home long-answer essay question that will need to be returned to shelvey@twu.ca by no later than 4 pm on September 8, 2017.  

	12 September, 2016 
	Due Date for Final Exam Part II

	Note:  Part II of the Final Exam is due on or before September 8, 2017 unless prior arrangements have been made to extend the deadline due to extra-ordinary circumstances.  Final Exam Part II handed in after September 8, 2017 will be deducted 2% for every day late until September 15, 2017, at which time they will NOT be accepted.  


Please Note: I reserve the right to alter this schedule during the course.  It is your responsibility to attend all classes in order to be fully informed of the changes.
Academic Dishonest and Plagiarism:  Academic dishonesty may include cheating on exams, tests, lab results, etc; impersonating another student at a test or exam; falsifying or misrepresenting information on academic records; submitting the same or substantially the same essay for credit in more than one course without faculty permission; or plagiarism (representing the work of someone else as your own).  All forms of student dishonesty are considered unacceptable and will be treated as serious offences.  In cases of academic dishonesty, the University policy outlined in the Academic Calendar will be enforced.  
