2

History 136: 

Independent Study on Post-Confederation Canada  

Trinity Western University 
2016/2017
Professor: Bruce Shelvey



Phone & voice mail: 604-513-2121 (3141)

Office:  RNT 255



E-mail: shelvey@twu.ca

Office Hours: By appointment
Student: 
Course Description: The political, economic, and social aspects of Canada’s development from the geologic time to the 20th century. HIST 136 traces the development of Canada since 1867.  

Course Objectives: Over the next few months we will be exploring the history of Canada from its entry into Confederation in 1867 to the 1980s.  This may well be your first (but not, I hope, your last) university level history course; in the days that follow I want to convince you that the study of the Canada’s past is of fundamental importance if we wish to understand this complex and bewildering nation.  We will not only look at the more traditional perspectives of history such as politics, economics, and military, but also more recent social and cultural interpretations that include an exploration of the themes of race, ethnicity, gender and the environment.   This class is taught in an independent study format, which requires a high degree of self-motivation and commitment.  Most of the interaction professor-student interaction throughout the course will come from the exchange of assignments and the term paper.  It is intended that HIST 136 will fulfil TWU’s Global Learning Outcomes (GLOs) by encouraging students:  to examine the nature of the discipline of history;
 to acquire a basic knowledge of the history of Canada and its various regions after its Confederation;
 to explore the relevant secondary literature in the field;
 to interpret the readings, lectures and primary sources in relation to the national experience;
 to utilise the knowledge learned to intelligently discuss and debate contemporary issues and their importance to personal and spiritual formation;
 to develop your ability to think critically;
 and to articulate your ideas in writing and in oral discussions with clarity and precision.

Required Textbooks: You are required to do all of the supplemental and required readings as a way of filling out their total understanding of the Canada's past.  The texts for this course are J.M. Bumsted and Michael C. Bumsted.  A History of the Canadian Peoples.  5th Edition.  Don Mills, On:  Oxford University Press, 2011 and Thomas Thorner, editor.  “a country nourished on self-doubt:  Documents in Canadian History, 1867-1980 . 3rd Edition. Toronto, ON:  University of Toronto Press, 2010.  
Assessment:




Final Exam/Research Paper 




40%




Reading Summaries (12 x 5% each)



60%



Total







100%
Grading Scale:  (LATE PAPERS WILL BE PENALIZED 2% PER DAY LATE)
A+ = 90-100%

B+ = 77-79% 

C+ = 67-69%

D+ = 57-59%
F=>50%

A = 85-89%

B = 73-76%

C = 63-66%

D = 53-56%

A- = 80-84%

B- = 70-72% 

C- = 60-62%

D- = 50-52%

Evaluation: 
Final Exam/Research Paper: (40%)  

Your final exam is a take-home research paper.  You must complete the project by developing a prospectus (preliminary thesis, working outline and a formative bibliography) and thereafter submitting a 6 page (1500 words, double-spaced, typed) term paper.  Topics for the paper are to be developed from ONE of the following three questions on Post-Confederation Canada:

1.  Canadians most often see society in Canada within the context of multiculturalism, a mosaic rather than a melting pot.  However, this has not always been, nor may it now be, the case.  How did Canadians construct and maintain a “colour line” (ie: socially constructed racial boundaries) after 1867?  Be sure to cite examples from Canadian history using the primary documents with specific references to the experiences of Canadians of all persons of difference including but not limited to French-Canadians, Japanese-Canadians, Chinese-Canadians, Indo-Canadians, and original Canadians (Métis, Inuit and First Nations).  Conclude by offering some thoughts on Canadian society today.  
2.  Is Canada an artificial construct doomed to failure, or is it a grand experiment that requires constant compromise and adaptation?  Consider this question within the context and using the primary documents relating to experiences of the ‘Three Founding Nations’ (the English, Quebec and Indigenous (First Nations, Métis and Inuit)) experience within Confederation.  Conclude by offering some thoughts on the future of Canada.  
3.  It has often been claimed that Canada is a country without an established, independent character.  Do you agree or disagree?  If you disagree, define a “positive” identity for Canada using evidence from primary documents relating to Canadian historical developments.  If you agree make clear how Canada’s dependence on other nations (Britain and/or US) has compromised the development of a unique identity since 1867.  Conclude by discussing Canada’s future options regarding its relations with other nations both within and outside of North America.  

Students are encouraged to understand the context of the issue raised in the question and come to their thesis statement after considering the perspectives of the textbooks (introductions to each section in Thorner and Bumsted) and at least 5 academic secondary sources.  However, all of the evidence for the paper should come from the primary sources found in Thorner, A Country Nourished on Self-Doubt.  You must submit your prospectus at least 2 weeks prior to the final submission of your paper.  The prospectus must be completed to the satisfaction of the professor before you begin writing your paper or a 10% penalty will be levied against the term paper.  You are encouraged to utilize the references found in Bumsted and Thorner when finding appropriate secondary sources and to access the article databases (Academic Search Premier, JSTOR, and America:  History and Life Index) at the TWU library website (http://libguides.twu.ca/content.php?pid=514865&sid=5069924).  Specific references to particular pieces of evidence from the primary source documents found in Thorner must be included in your final paper with footnotes that identify the document(s) used. You should submit your final paper as MS Word attachments by e-mail from your mytwu.ca account to shelvey@twu.ca.  It is your responsibility to ensure that the paper has been received by way of e-mail confirmation from the professor.    
Your paper should conform to the following specifications: Typed, double spaced, margins set at 1 inch, 12 point font, numbered pages.  Style and format specifications must conform to handout "Easy Guide to Paper Formats” found on MyCourses.   

Reading Summaries:  (60%)

Reading Summaries help you to assess what you have read and they also help to develop critical thinking and clear, concise writing skills. I encourage you to take them seriously.  Not only will they prepare you well for the final exam/research paper, they will also enable you to place post-Confederation Canadian history into a meaningful context.  As a teaching devise, they also enable me to assess your understanding of what you have read.  Reading summaries should include the following:  (1) summary or restatement in your own words of the question(s)/issue(s); (2) a clear statement of your position on the question(s)/issue(s); (3) clear evidence from the readings which support your position (specific references to readings is encouraged); (4) counterpoints; and (5) a thoughtful conclusion.
Reading Summaries should conform to the following format:


*  To be completed on two (2) pages of a sheet of 8 1/2 x 11 paper


*  Typed, single-spaced and in point form 


*  Heading should include your name, student number and date

Reading Summary should contain the following content:

[1]  Question:  Restate (put in your own words) the problem posed.

[2]  Position:  Take a clear position on the question.  There should be no "fence sitting."  Your opinion should include your positional statement (what you are arguing) and your reasons for it (why you are arguing it).  In other words, you are to establish a thesis statement.  

[3]  Evidence:  This is where you should provide the arguments from the readings to support your thesis.  Display the reasons why you chose to support one position over another!  Specific references to the readings are encouraged and can be done with a simple referencing system (for example:  Thorner p. 3).  

[4]  Counterpoints:  It is also a good practice to recognise some "counterpoints", or evidence that you found compelling yet supported the other side of the argument.  

[5]  Conclusion:  Restate thesis taking care to highlight the main reasons you chose your position despite the counterclaims that you have highlighted.  You may also take this opportunity to make the history relevant (ie: draw some current-day parallels) 

Sample Format:
	Name:

Student ID#:

Date:

1.  Question:  (Restate the question)

2.  Position:  (What you are arguing and why/how you will argue it) 

3.  Evidence:  (Arguments from the readings)

           - Sub-argument 1:  sub-argument that develops your thesis/main argument
               - specific evidence with reference to readings, in point form)

               - specific evidence with reference to readings, in point form)

               - specific evidence with reference to readings, in point form)

               - etc.  (as many points of evidence as you feel necessary)

          - Sub-argument 2: 
               - specific evidence with reference to readings, in point form)

               - specific evidence with reference to readings, in point form)

               - specific evidence with reference to readings, in point form)

               - etc.  (as many points of evidence as you feel necessary)

           - Point 3 (etc … as many sub-arguments are you feel necessary to support your thesis/main argument)
                -Etc.  

4.  Counterpoints:  

             Argument 1:  (specific counter-argument with reference to readings)

             Argument 2:  (specific counter –argument with reference to readings)

             Etc.

5.  Conclusion:  (Restate thesis and summarise)




History 136: Proposed Course Outline and Schedule of Readings:  

	Theme
	Question 
	Readings

	Preface:  
What is History?  How to ‘Read’ the past?
	
	Bumsted, A History of the Canadian Peoples (HCP), Preface and Introduction.

Thorner, A country nourished on self-doubt (CNSD), Prefaces, General Introduction, Using Primary Historical Sources.  

	One:  

The West 

DD:  
	 Q:  In establishing a relationship with indigenous nations (Métis, First Nations, and Inuit) Canada acted (a) honourably or (b) prejudicially?   
	Bumsted, HCP, pp. 224-265.

Thorner, CNSD, Chapters 2 and 3 (pp. 20-69.  

	Two:  

Industrialisation and Immigration

DD:  
	Q: Were Canada’s immigration policies (a) “just and humane” or (b) bigoted and racist”?  
	Bumsted, HCP, pp. 266-305.

Thorner, CNSD, Chapter 4 (pp. 70-106).  

	Three:  

Boom, Bust and Social Reform
DD:  
	Q:  Did women’s suffrage (vote) represent (a) a continuation of women’s segregation into the ‘private sphere’ or (b) a radical movement towards gender equality
	Bumsted, HCP, pp. 305-320.

Thorner, CNSD, Chapters 1 and 5 (pp.1-22; 107-136)

	Four: 

Making Canada? Imperialism and WWI

DD:  
	Q: Did Canada’s entry into World War One (a) unite them against a common enemy or (b) divide the country along regional and linguistic lines?  
	Bumsted, HCP, pp. 321-334.

Thorner, CNSD, Chapter 6 (pp. 137-160)

	Five:  

The Anxious Decade
DD:  
	Q:  Was Canada’s response to the drug issue (a) an exaggerated response that interfered with the liberty of Canadians or (b) a measured and appropriate reaction to a significant social issue?  
	Bumsted, HCP, pp. 335-342.

Thorner, CNSD, Chapter 7 (pp. 161-181)

	Six: 

Depression, Disaster and Dependency
DD:  
	Q:  Were Canadian governments negligent in their treatment of the poor during the Depression?  (a) yes or (b) no?  
	Bumsted, HCP, pp. 343-366.

Thorner, CNSD, Chapter 8 (pp.182-202)

	Seven:  

World War and Canadian Identity
DD:  
	Q: Was the evacuation of Japanese from the coast of BC the result of (a) legitimate security concerns or (b) an expression of racist attitudes.
	Bumsted, HCP, pp. 366-377.

Thorner, CNSD, Chapter 9 (pp. 203-233)

	Eight:  

Pride and Prejudice:  Post-War Canada
DD:  
	Q:  Was ‘second wave feminism’ characterized by (a) the frustration of housewives within the ‘private sphere’ or (b) the ambitions of businesswomen breaking down gendered barriers in the ‘public sphere’?  
	 Bumsted, HCP, pp. 378-427.

Thorner, CNSD, Chapter 11 (pp.257-287)

	Nine:  

Unity, Equality and Protest
Prospectus Due  
DD: 
	Q:  Did emphasis of the counterculture and environmentalism tend more towards (a) social awareness, responsibility and action  or (b) personal freedom, individuality and ‘anti-establishment’ protest?  
	Bumsted, HCP, pp. 428-443.

Thorner, CNSD, Chapters 12 and 17 (pp. 288-320; 436-459)

	Ten:  

Shared Futures?  
DD:
	Q:  Did the idea of multiculturalism (a) create a unified sense of ‘being Canadian’  or (b) promote a homogenized Canadian identity that discriminates against ‘others’ (ie:  French Canadians) in Canada?  
	Bumsted, HCP, pp. 443-478.

Thorner, CNSD, Chapters 13 and 14 (pp. 321-341; 342-375)

	Eleven:   
Founding Nations 

DD:
	Q:  Did the residential school experience in Canada amount to (a) cultural genocide or (b) a well-meaning social experiment that went wrong?  
	Bumsted, HCP, pp. 480-525.

Thorner, CNSD, Chapter 15 (pp. 376-410)

	Twelve:  
Keeping the Peace
DD: 
	Q:  Canada’s international policy with respect to international conflicts has been (a) based on humanitarian objectives or (b) based on pragmatic self-interest?  
	Bumsted, HCP, pp. 526-565.

Thorner, CNSD, Chapter 16 (pp. 411-435) 

	Final Exam/Paper 
	Final Paper 
	Bumsted, HCP, pp. 566-600.


� GLO#1:  Knowledge and its application - a broad foundational knowledge of human culture and the physical and natural world; a depth of understanding in any chosen field(s) of study; applied knowledge acquired through discipline-appropriate experiential learning.


� GLO#2:  Cognitive complexity - skills including: critical and creative thinking, quantitative reasoning, communication, research, and information literacy; an ability to articulate various interdisciplinary and multi-disciplinary perspectives, integrating informed Christian perspectives; an ability to respond with wisdom, humility and charity to questions, issues, and problems of the human condition.


� GLO#3: Aesthetic expression and interpretation - creative, performative, material and narrative forms of critical inquiry; intuitive, imaginative and interpretive methodologies; ways of know through which maker and receiver come to insight and understanding; collaborative and community-based interdisciplinary practices.


� GLO#4: Inter-and Intra-Personal Wellness - a holistic awareness of their personhood, purpose, and calling within the context of the communities in which they live and study; personal and social health; an appreciation of the role of community in wellness.


� GLO#5:  Spiritual Formation - a spiritual dimension by means of an exposure to a reflective and caring Christ-centered community which encourages: a further understanding of God; an embodiment of a Christ-like way of life characterized by love for and service to others.


� GLO#6:  Social Responsibility and Global Engagement - the resources, skills, and motivation to become engaged global citizens who serve locally, nationally, and globally in socially and economically just ways; a commitment to informed and ethical reasoning; respect for the dignity and rights of all persons.


� GLO#7 Leadership - skills to become creative, collaborative, informed, competent, and compassionate people who influence the various contexts into which they are called; abilities and attitudes characterized by service, humility and integrity.





