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The word communication comes from the Latin communis, which means to share, to make common, or even to have “possession of a common faith.”  When we communicate, we create, maintain, and change shared ways of life.  Communication enables us to cultivate education, engineering, business, the media, and every other aspect of human culture. Together we design and construct buildings, fall in love, establish households, and perform music.  Perhaps this ability is part of what Scriptures refers to as the imago Dei (image of God) in us (Genesis 1:26-27)



Quentin J. Schultze in Communicating for Life 

PURPOSE
This course is designed to provide a framework of foundational knowledge about the nature of human interaction.  It is not a speech course or a mass communication course.  The main objective is to survey concepts and research in human communication in the contexts of models, language, nonverbal communication, interpersonal relationships, cross-cultural interaction, small group dynamics, public speaking, and the media.  It is also intended to present the ways communication scholars do research from scientific and interpretivistic approaches, and to understand all of these things from a Christian perspective.

REQUIRED TEXT
Strom, Bill (2009).  More Than Talk:  Communication Studies and the Christian Faith, 3rd edition. Dubuque, IA: Kendall/Hunt Publishing Company.  (Note:  A copy of the 2nd edition will do, but the chapter numbers are different due to a new opening chapter.)  

Available at the TWU Bookstore (Reimer Student Centre).

COURSE REQUIREMENTS  

1.  The Personal Communication Analysis Paper (2000 words)

2.  Book Report on the Textbook

3.  Respond to 1 of the 'Worth The Talk' questions found at the end of each chapter with a 200 word essay. There are 15 chapters so there will be 15 responses that you respond to.

4.  Respond to 1 of the 'Consider the Walk' discussion requests found at the end of each chapter with a 200 word essay. There are 15 chapters so there will be 15 responses that you respond to.

GRADING
           Personal Comm. Analysis Paper
25% 


Book Report on Textbook
   
15%


Worth The Talk responses

30%


Consider The Walk responses     
30%



                               100%

Grading Scale:  The following percentage scale is used in this course.


A+
90-100%
B
73-77%

C-
60-62%


A
85-89%
B-
70-72%

D+
57-59%


A-
80-84%
C+
67-69%

D
53-57%


B+
77-79%
C
63-66%

D-
50-52%









F
Below 50%

Further Explanation Regarding The Personal Communication Analysis Paper Requirements
The purpose of this paper is to analyze your personal communication patterns and tendencies using ideas from our lectures, text, group exercises/tasks and 'Elevations: The Career Discovery Tool' (Helen M. Scully) in order to identify and define those habits, and suggest new standards for which to aim. It is necessary to answer the questions, "How do I communicate with others, and how would I like to improve?"  Please make application of biblical ideas or ideals (taken from class, or taken from your own study) to describe the quality of communication you seek. The paper should be about ¾ explaining your communication style and ¼ describing how you might improve it using biblical ideals.

Make sure your paper:

· Follows standard term paper form and documentation

· Begins with an introduction, and develop each idea in a separate paragraph

Length:  2000 words (which is about 7 pages of 12-point font double-spaced typing).  The paper will be penalized one-third of a letter grade for being 250 words over or 250 under 2000 words, so aim for 1750-2250 words and you will be fine.   

Please include a word count on the bottom of the last page.

Guidelines for Writing the Personal Communication Analysis Paper

The purpose of this paper is to analyze your own communication patterns using ideas from lectures, text and exercises/tasks to identify and define those habits. This paper focuses on how you communicate and how you would like to improve your communication.  Use at least seven (7) ideas from our text or lectures to describe or explain your own communication with other people.  Don’t apply just any seven ideas, but apply the ones which you believe explain your communication best. I also request that you draw your ideas from at least three different lectures / chapters from our course.  That is, don’t take them from just one or two topic areas. 

Define each idea first:  Please define each concept or idea before you apply it.  You may do so in your own words, or you may cite the text.  This shows me that you have a grasp of the idea before you apply it. (Note: In some instances, you will just describe facts rather than define terms. See the following.)

The 'apply' each idea:  There are at least four ways you can apply ideas to your personal communication:

1.  Apply facts:  You can apply facts that you have heard in class or read in our text. For example Ectomorphic (skinny) people are typically viewed as suspicious, nervous, pessimistic and quiet.  A person who is thin might write:  “When I was young few people took me seriously.  I see this now as possibly a result of me being so thin.  If they saw me as nervous or pessimistic or quiet, then my ideas were maybe suspect as well”.

2.  Apply concepts:  Concepts are terms that capture some communication idea or truth, and you can apply them to understand your communication as well.  For example, we language helps us perform speech acts, or actions that can only be performed with words. You might write: “I realize now that I grew up in a very negative family where the speech acts of complaining and criticizing were rampant!  It wasn’t until I spent time here at TWU with affirming, positive friends that I felt the redeeming value of speech acts like encouragement and affirmation.  

3.  Apply theories:  Theories are a set of ideas that work together to explain a broader slice of communication life. For example the linear, interactive, and transactional models in chapter five are theoretic. You might write: “The linear model (or bowling model) captures how I tend to communicate with my parents back home. We seldom talk on the phone voice-to-voice, but, instead, leave a lot of messages on the answering machine. Our ‘conversation’ feels very one-way and static. I miss the richness that face-to-face transactional communication brings.”  

4.  Apply biblical / Christian themes for seeing personal improvement: The paper also requires that you diagnose your communication ills and prescribe some “good medicine” for improving them. Use biblical faith themes or ideas to make these insights:  You might write:  “The idea of speaking worthy words, not worthless words has really convicted me. My friends and I can get pretty crass with each other even though it’s just in jest. I realize that even fun-loving trash talk is still trash, and I would do well to speak more worthily if I want to develop as a responsible child of God.” (Strom, 2009 p. 55)

These are brief examples. In your paper please write full paragraphs to expand on your ideas.  Underlining the key term or phrase helps me follow your use of the terms in your paper. The in-text notes show me that you are in tune to where these ideas came from.  The only sources you need for this paper include the text, lectures, and the Bible or a self-improvement book.

Personal Communication Analysis Paper Criteria
Did the writer apply at least seven book/class

             

concepts in the paper that was varied and seemed

to capture the writer’s communication? (please footnote 

these).

Were the concepts defined well before they were applied? 
  

Were the concepts applied well in enlightening and

  

accurate ways?  


Did the writer apply biblical values, themes, and/or

   

references to suggest self improvement?


  

Documentation (footnotes, end-notes, or text-notes;

  

bibliography or references).

Typing, grammar, and readability.



             

Statement Regarding Plagiarism
Plagiarism is presenting someone else’s work as if it were your own.  TWU has a strict policy on academic dishonesty and plagiarism (see academic calendar 2009-10, pp. 39-40).   As a member of our academic community it is expected that you will do your own work in this class.  This means that you will:  

1) use quotation marks around quoted material from other sources,  

2) include full citations (Author, Book/Article Title, Publisher, Page Number(s), Date/Volume, website link, etc.) to indicate where you got a quotation or citation,

3) use in-text notes (e.g. Griffin, 122) to indicate where you found key ideas—even if you did not quote a source word-for-word),  

4) that you will not hire or ask someone else to outline, write, or polish your paper (except for help from the TWU Writing Centre),  

5) that you will not buy a paper online and 

6) that if you hire a tutor to help with your English (which is encouraged) you will submit the edited and unedited versions of your paper and state/attest in a footnote that the tutor did not re-write any of the paper for you.   

If you do not follow these guidelines, or if your instructor has other evidence of cheating, you will most likely receive an “F” for the assignment in question, and if the cheating is serious or repeated, you will receive more serious consequences, such as failure of the course and possible expulsion from TWU. All instances of plagiarism will be reported to the Chair of the Communications Department, the Dean of the Faculty of Professional Studies and Performing Arts, and the Provost’s office.  

An excellent resource describing plagiarism and how to avoid it has been prepared by TWU Librarian William Badke and is freely available for download (PPT file), or used as Flash (self running) tutorials of varying lengths from:  http://www.acts.twu.ca/lbr/plagiarism.ppt  http://www.acts.twu.ca/lbr/Plagiarism.swf (14 minute flash tutorial); 

http://www.acts.twu.ca/lbr/Plagiarism_Short.swf (8 minute flash tutorial).

