TRINITY WESTERN UNIVERSITY COURSE SYLLABUS

(Summer 2017)

PSYCHOLOGY 301 Theories of Personality (3 sh.)
Independent Study 

Instructor: Todd Dutka, MA, RCC
e: Todd.Dutka@twu.ca     t: 608-888-7511 ext. 3236
Office: USNC 253
Hours: By appointment
Prerequisites: PSYC 105 & 106
In the words of the Psalmist, one may ask, “What is man [sic] that thou are mindful of him [sic]?”  Questions concerning the puzzle of personhood are probably as ageless as life itself.  In one sense, psychology is as old as humanity.  As humans have reflected upon their own thoughts and behaviour they have tried to understand why some people behave in this way and not that.  Problems arose, however, when one person’s introspections and observations did not agree with another’s view.  When these disagreements occur, what is to be done?  What IS man (or woman)?  Is personhood simply whatever I say it is?  If this were so, circularity would plunge us into the abyss of the arbitrary.  Or, is humanity too complex or too much of an enigma for one person’s description or perspective?

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This independent study course will be concerned with an examination of various theories and research findings related to personality structure and development. The major theories of personality, traditional and contemporary, will be examined with a view to demonstrating their usefulness in accounting for human behaviour.
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

The following chart outlines the learning outcomes associated with this course, and how they fit with the university-wide, TWU learning outcomes for all students. Each assignment is also listed to show the specific learning outcomes that it directly addresses.

	TWU Student Outcome
	Course Learning Outcome
	Assignment Strategy

	Knowledge and its Application:

- a broad foundational knowledge of human culture and the physical and natural world

- a depth of understanding in any chosen field(s) of study

- applied knowledge through discipline-appropriate experiential learning
	- to spark students’ interest in the field theories of personality through a brief overview of the integration of foundational research and current knowledge within the field

- to understand the major theoretical approaches and how they have guided research and the application of personality assessments
	- Midterm Exams

- Final Exam

- Theoretical Paper



	Cognitive Complexity:

- skills including: critical and creative thinking, quantitative reasoning, communication, research, and information literacy

- an ability to articulate various interdisciplinary and multi-disciplinary 

perspectives, integrating informed Christian perspectives

- an ability to respond with wisdom, humility, and charity to questions, issues, and problems of the human condition
	- to identify and evaluate the presence of psychological phenomena in our daily lives

- to cultivate introspection and personal reflection on the topics presented

- to familiarize students with some of the methodological issues inherent to the study of personality
- to summarize, classify, and critically examine current psychological literature concerning personality development
	- Midterm Exams

- Class Projects 

- Final Exam

- Theoretical Paper

- Participation in Forums



	Spiritual Formation:

A spiritual dimension by means of an exposure to a reflective and caring Christ-centred community which encourages:

- a further understanding of God

- a discovery of a deep and personal spiritual foundation

- an embodiment of a Christ-like way of life characterized by love for and service to others
	- to explore ways to integrate and articulate a Christian perspective on personality development
- to consider and evaluate current psychological literature through your own Christian lens

- to strengthen your understanding of God through reflective integration of psychological phenomena with your personal spirituality
	- Theoretical Paper

- Participation in Forums


COURSE REQUIREMENTS: Grading is based on performance in the following areas:

1) 5% Online Forum Participation

Forum questions concerning course material have been posted. It is expected that students will respond with two paragraph long responses to either the related questions and/or other student responses to the questions. 
2) 15% Class Projects
There will be three (3) projects which will be outlined and explained for your edification on separate “Project Assignment Handouts.”  These are due on the date indicated in the syllabus (NO LATE PROJECTS ACCEPTED) and will take the form of personality inventories derived from specific theoretical origins.  Some personal reflections and reactions are required in the form of a 4 page typed paper. For the first project, incorporate the Jo-Harri Window and adjectives (link is on MyCourses) into your four page report on your Hall Survey results. For the second assignment, use the MBTI descriptions link on MyCourses in place of the Test booklet referred to in the Keirsey Temperament Sorter instructions for finding and reporting on your MBTI type. For the third project, the Adlerian Life-Style Analysis will serve as the report; at the same time, you need to answer the two questions posed on the first page of the analysis. Please submit each assignment to my email address at todd.dutka@twu.ca. 
3) 25% Theoretical Paper
This paper integrating personality theory and faith will be 8-10 pages in length and include research on a particular personality theorist of your choice and how this theorist's concepts relate to your personality development.  Include your faith perspective on the theorist's concepts and formulations.  Although it is assumed that most of the students are Christian, this assignment could be completed using other religious viewpoints.  Use research written by the theorist and then relate his or her major concepts to understanding yourself and your spiritual persuasion. 
*Due by email by 11:59pm on August 01, 2017*
4) 30% Midterm Tests 
Two (2) exams covering all the material presented in the relevant chapters will be given.  Each multiple-choice test is out of 90 and is worth up to 15% of your grade. You will have 90 minutes to write each of these exams. These are scheduled to be taken online around June 15th and July 15th. Both exams will close one week after they have been posted. Midterm #1 covers chapters 2, 3, 4, and 5. Midterm #2 covers chapters 7, 8, 9, and 10. Please prepare by reviewing relevant course content throughout the course.
5) 25% Final Exam

This online TAKE HOME exam (posted on MyCourses) will be comprehensive. **Due by 11:59pm August 15, 2017** 
SCHEDULE:
	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Chapter
	Assignment Due/ Exam

	1-4
	
	Introduction

Freud
Jung

Adler

Horney
	2

3 

4

5
	Hall’s Inventory due by 11:59pm on May 24th 
Keirsey Sorter due by 11:59pm on May 31st 
Life-Style Analysis due by 11:59pm on June 7th 

	5-8
	
	Allport

Cattell
Maslow

Rogers
	7

8
9

10
	Aim to take Midterm #1  around June 15th 

	9-12
	
	Kelly

Skinner
	11

12
	Aim to take Midterm #2 around July 15th 

	
	
	Bandura

Biblical
	13
	*Theoretical Paper due on August 01st* **Final Exam due on August 15th**


TEXT:
Schultz & Schultz. (2017). Theories of Personality 11th ed. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth,

Cengage Learning
GRADING:
Numerical percentages and corresponding grades:

	94-100 (A+)
	90-93 (A)
	86-89 (A-)
	

	82-85 (B+)
	78-81 (B)
	74-77 (B-)
	

	70-73 (C+)
	65-69 (C)
	62-64 (C-)
	

	58-61 (D+)
	54-57 (D)
	50- 53 (D)
	0-49 (F)


Academic Integrity and Avoiding Plagiarism at TWU:
As Christian scholars pursuing higher education, academic integrity is a core value of the entire TWU community. Students are invited into this scholarly culture and required to abide by the principles of sound academic scholarship at TWU. This includes, but is not limited to, avoiding all forms of plagiarism and cheating in scholarly work. TWU has a strict policy on plagiarism (see academic calendar). Learning what constitutes plagiarism and avoiding it is the student's responsibility. An excellent resource describing plagiarism and how to avoid it has been prepared by TWU Librarian William Badke and is freely available for download (PPT file) or used as flash (self running) tutorials of varying lengths from:
 
http://www.acts.twu.ca/lbr/plagiarism.ppt
http://www.acts.twu.ca/lbr/Plagiarism.swf (14 minute flash tutorial)
http://www.acts.twu.ca/lbr/Plagiarism_Short.swf (8 minute flash tutorial)

Campus Closure and Class Cancellation Policy:
In the event of deteriorating weather conditions or other emergency situations, every effort will be made to communicate information regarding the cancellation of classes to the following radio stations CKNW (980 AM), CKWX (1130 AM), STAR FM (107.1 FM), PRAISE (106.5 FM) and KARI (550 AM).  As well, an announcement will be placed on the University’s campus closure notification message box (604.513.2147) and on the front page of the University’s website (http://www.twu.ca – also see http://www.twu.ca/conditions for more details).

An initial announcement regarding the status of the campus and cancellation of classes is made at 6:00 AM and covers all classes beginning before 1:00PM.  A second announcement is made at 11:00AM that covers all classes which begin between 1:00PM and 5:00PM.  A third announcement is made at 3:00PM and covers those classes which begin after 5:00PM.

