TRINITY WESTERN UNIVERSITY COURSE SYLLABUS
PSYCHOLOGY 354 IS (Summer 2017)
BRAIN AND BEHAVIOUR (3 credit hours)
INSTRUCTOR: Todd Dutka    E-mail: todd.dutka@twu.ca    Phone: (604) 888-7511 ext. 3236  
Prerequisites: Psych 105/106 and Psych 201

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course will provide an overview of:  

The relationship between the nervous system and behaviour.

Human behaviour and clinical problems. 

Biological bases of emotion, learning, memory, sexual behaviour, and homeostatic motivations.

Biochemical theories of schizophrenia, autism, and mood disorders.
Student Learning Outcomes:

The following chart outlines the learning outcomes associated with this course, and how they fit with the university-wide, TWU learning outcomes for all students. Each assignment is also listed to show the specific learning outcomes that it directly addresses.

	TWU Student Outcome
	Course Learning Outcome
	Assignment Strategy

	Knowledge and its Application:

- a broad foundational knowledge of human culture and the physical and natural world

- a depth of understanding in any chosen field(s) of study

- applied knowledge through discipline-appropriate experiential learning
	- to spark students’ interest in the field of biological psychology through a brief overview of the integration of foundational research and current knowledge within the field

- to understand the major theoretical approaches and how they have guided research and the application of biological psychology

- to define, explain, and remember foundational principles of brain and behaviour
	- Midterm Exams
- Final Exam

- Research Paper
- Response Papers 



	Cognitive Complexity:

- skills including: critical and creative thinking, quantitative reasoning, communication, research, and information literacy

- an ability to articulate various interdisciplinary and multi-disciplinary 

perspectives, integrating informed Christian perspectives

- an ability to respond with wisdom, humility, and charity to questions, issues, and problems of the human condition
	- to identify and evaluate the presence of psychological phenomena in our daily lives

- to cultivate introspection and personal reflection on the topics presented

- to familiarize students with some of the methodological issues inherent to the discipline of biological psychology

- to summarize, classify, and critically examine current neuropsychological literature
	- Midterm Exams
- Final Exam

- Research Paper
- Response Papers 

- Forum Participation


	Spiritual Formation:

A spiritual dimension by means of an exposure to a reflective and caring Christ-centred community which encourages:

- a further understanding of God

- a discovery of a deep and personal spiritual foundation

- an embodiment of a Christ-like way of life characterized by love for and service to others
	- to explore ways to integrate and articulate a Christian perspective of psychology

- to consider and evaluate current psychological literature through your own Christian lens

- to strengthen your understanding of God through reflective integration of psychological phenomena with your personal spirituality
	- Research Paper
- Response Papers 

- Forum Participation



REQUIRED TEXT
Kalat, James W. (2016).  Biological Psychology, 12th ed. Boston, MA: Cengage Learining. 

Non-required Supplemental Materials

Jeeves, M. & Brown, W.S. (2009) Neuroscience, psychology, and religion: illusions, delusions, and
realities about human nature. West Conshohocken: Templeton Foundation Press.
Green, Joel and Palmer, Stuart (2005). In search of the soul: four views of the mind-body problem.
Downer’s Grove, IL: InterVarsity.

Jeeves, Malcolm. (2006). Human nature: reflections on the integration of psychology and

Christianity . Radnor, PA: Templeton Foundation Press.
Markham, Paul N. (2007). Rewired: Exploring religious conversion. Eugene, OR: Pickwick.

Murphy, N. & Brown, W. S. (2007). Did my neurons make me do it?: philosophical and

neurobiological perspectives on moral responsibility and free will. Oxford: Clarendon Press.
DETERMINATION OF FINAL SEMESTER GRADE Grading is based on performance in the following areas:
1) 5% Online Forum Participation

Forum questions concerning course material have been posted. It is expected that students will respond with two paragraph long responses to either the related questions and/or other student responses to the questions. 

2) 15% Response Papers
An objective of this course is for students to develop critical thinking skills in psychology through interaction with the topics covered in this course. You will be asked to complete 3 Response Papers during the course; one for each of the weeks covered (one paper for Week 1-4, one paper for Week 5-8, and one paper for Week 9-12). You may select from one to four topics covered during each of the appropriate Week readings (e.g., for the first Response Paper choose a topic or up to four topics covered in Chapters 1-4). Each Journal Entry will be a 3 page (double-spaced, 12-font) discussion relating information from the relevant chapter(s) to your own personal experience (e.g., how it aligns with or differs from your experience and how it has added to your understanding). Resources should be properly cited according to APA style format. Please email me (todd.dutka@twu.ca) a copy of the Response Paper towards the end of the Week being covered. Late papers will not be accepted.
3) 25% Research Paper
This Research Paper (about 8 pages excluding references and cover page) will be an in-depth analysis of a book, movie (i.e., Gattica, Awakenings), or journal articles that covers material relevant to Biological Psychology. Explore in detail topics relevant to the course, rather than, for example, trying to cover an entire book in superficial terms. Your goal should be to show me that you are able to think analytically and in-depth. 
Carry out some additional research on the topic using Pub Med, Academic Search Premier, etc. and the books and articles I have recommended.  You must use high quality relevant academic sources (i.e. peer reviewed journals NOT newspapers or popular magazines or non-academic internet sources) in your discussion (approximately 8 – 10 primary sources). You may include in this number articles that I post on MyCourses/provided to you on MyCourses.
As this course is concerned with understanding behaviour from both biological and psychological perspectives, it is expected that the topic you cover will be about 50% concerned with biological/physiological information and 50% psychological information. Also, some possibilities for the worldview discussion component of your paper (no more than 1 page) include how the authors’ views  fit (or doesn’t fit) with your understanding of religious faith, how the supporting evidence used by the authors fits (or doesn’t fit) with other topics from this or other courses, or with other material you have found. What do you think are potential problems with the material? Is the viewpoint presented consistent with a Christian worldview? Why or why not?  Of course there are other questions you may try to answer, but they should be relevant to the course. Be sure you can rationally justify your ideas! 

Please proofread your essay for correct grammar, punctuation, spelling, and sentence structure. I take grammar, spelling and style into account when assigning your grade.  Cite all your sources. Do not forget to cite journal articles and books as journals or books, not as URLs.  Cite secondary sources (ones you did not read yourself) as secondary sources (e.g. Jones, 1999, cited in Brown, 2005) not as if they were primary sources which you read. If you cite material that you haven’t read (a secondary source) as if you have read it (i.e. primary source), you are being less than honest in padding your references. Internet citations should have an author and/or institution, title, and date as well as the URL. Plagiarism and indiscriminate close paraphrasing are unacceptable! 5% per day late penalty. *Due by email by 11:59pm (PST) on August 15, 2017*
4) 30% Midterm Tests 
Two (2) online exams (posted on MyCourses) covering all the material presented in the relevant chapters will be given.  Each multiple-choice test is out of 90 and is worth up to 15% of your grade. You will have 90 minutes to write each of these exams. The exams are open online so they can be taken at your convenience. Midterm #1 covers the Intro and chapters 1, 2, 3 and 4. Midterm #2 covers chapters 8, 10, 11 and 12. Please prepare by reviewing relevant course content throughout the course. Aim to take Midterm #1 around June 21st and Midterm #2 around July 30th.
5) 25% Final Exam

This online exam (posted on MyCourses) will be comprehensive covering all chapters from the course. This multiple-choice exam is out of 120 and you’ll have 120 minutes to complete it. Aim to take this exam around August 15, 2017. 

SCHEDULE:

	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Chapter
	Assignment Due/ Exam

	1-4
	
	Introduction

Nerve Cells and Nerve Impluses
Synapses
Anatomy and Research Methods 
Genetics, Evolution, Development, and Plasticity
	Intro

1

2

3
4


	Response Paper #1

Aim to take Midterm #1 around June 21st 

	5-8
	
	Wakefulness and Sleep
Reproductive Behaviors
Emotional Behaviors
The Biology of Learning and Memory
	8
10
11
12
	Response Paper #2

Aim to take Midterm #2 around July 30th 

	9-12
	
	Cognitive Functions
Psychological Disorders
	13
14
	Response Paper #3
Research Paper due August 15th 

Final Exam around August 15th 


GRADING

Conversion of grade percentage to a letter grade will follow the Psychology Department grading system:


A+
94 -100

A
90 - 93

A-
86 - 89

B+
82 - 85

B
78 - 81

B-
74 - 77

C+
70 - 73

C
66 - 69

C-
62 - 65

D+
58 - 61

D
54 - 57

D-
50 - 53

F
0 - 49 

Academic Integrity and Avoiding Plagiarism at TWU

As Christian scholars pursuing higher education, academic integrity is a core value of the entire TWU community. Students are invited into this scholarly culture and required to abide by the principles of sound academic scholarship at TWU. This includes, but is not limited to, avoiding all forms of plagiarism and cheating in scholarly work. TWU has a strict policy on plagiarism (see academic calendar). Learning what constitutes plagiarism and avoiding it is the student's responsibility. An excellent resource describing plagiarism and how to avoid it has been prepared by the TWU Library and is freely available for download (PPT file) or used as flash (self running) tutorials of varying lengths from: 
http://www.acts.twu.ca/lbr/plagiarism.ppt
http://www.acts.twu.ca/lbr/Plagiarism.swf (14 minute flash tutorial)
http://www.acts.twu.ca/lbr/Plagiarism_Short.swf (8 minute flash tutorial)

Campus Closure and Class Cancellation Policy

In the event of deteriorating weather conditions or other emergency situations, every effort will be made to communicate information regarding the cancellation of classes to the following radio stations CKNW (980 AM), CKWX (1130 AM), STAR FM (107.1 FM), PRAISE (106.5 FM) and KARI (550 AM).  As well, an announcement will be placed on the University’s campus closure notification message box (604.513.2147) and on the front page of the University’s website (http://www.twu.ca – also see http://www.twu.ca/conditions for more details).

An initial announcement regarding the status of the campus and cancellation of classes is made at 6:00 AM and covers all classes beginning before 1:00PM.  A second announcement is made at 11:00AM that covers all classes which begin between 1:00PM and 5:00PM.  A third announcement is made at 3:00PM and covers those classes which begin after 5:00PM.
1
Page 1

