                                         TRINITY WESTERN UNIVERSITY
                                                                            SUMMER 2017 
                                                           August 1- October 5
                                                 WESTERN WORLD RELIGIONS       

                                                                   RELS 271

Instructor: J. Pepper, Ph.D.                                                                            3 Credit Hours

Class Contact-Green Bay Camp                                                                      August 25-30
Ph: 888-7511 ex. 3127                                                                                 jpepper@twu.ca
Course Description:

This course provides a general introduction to the study of world religions as well as an historical and structural survey of Judaism, Islam, and Christianity.
This course will approach the subject matter from an emic anthropological standpoint—that is, the history, belief and practice of each religious group will be examined in detail, as if the student was living within that religious context.  Class time will be devoted to lectures, videos and discussion.

Text:
Molloy, Michael.  Experiencing the World’s Religions: Tradition, Challenge, and  

       Change.  McGraw-Hill. Any edition from the Sixth Edition (2010) onward will be
       permissible for class use. 

Recommended Reading:

Ninian Smart and Richard D. Hecht, eds.  Sacred Texts of the World: A Universal 

       Anthology.  New York: Crossroad, 1993.

Course Objectives:

1. To gain a knowledge of and appreciation for the history, teachings, piety and way of life of the main religions of the western world.

2. To develop an informed perspective on the relation of Christianity to the main religions of the western world and develop an approach to comparative religion.

Attendance and Comportment:

1. Cell phones should be turned off during class.  Laptop computers may not be used while class is in session unless permission is obtained from the instructor in advance.

2. It is the responsibility of the student to attend all class sessions of courses for which s/he is registered.  A student may be barred from writing the final examination, if the student has been absent without permission or legitimate cause for more than one-quarter of the course. (TWU academic calendar)

In the event of deteriorating weather conditions or in other emergency situations where there may be the likelihood of class cancellations, every effort will be made to contact the following radio stations: CKNW (980 AM), MAX (850 AM), PRAISE (106.5 FM) and KARI (550 AM) by 6:30 am.  Any announcements about university closures will also be placed on the university’s switchboard (604-888-7511) and website (http://www.twu.ca/conditions/).   The first announcement regarding a closure will cover the period up to 1 pm only.  If classes are to be cancelled beyond 1 pm, this decision will be announced by the same means before 11 am that day.  Students and faculty should assume that all night classes will continue to operate.  If the emergency continues into the evening, students and faculty may check for a closure notice on the university’s switchboard and website after 3 pm that day.

Evaluation:

Final course grades will be assigned according to the standard university grading system.  (See TWU academic calendar).

All formally-presented work (i.e. essays and papers which are not part of an in-class exam) must be typewritten in regular 12-point New Times Roman or Calibri print, with double spacing between lines, and with appropriate margins.  Ignoring this standard formatting, or excessive spelling or grammatical errors may result in reductions of up to 2% maximum in the final grade of the assignment.

Course Requirements:  All must be completed in order to pass the course.

1. Western Religions Portfolio/File:   20%  [Pre-class assignment]
Compile a hard-copy portfolio/file of (in total, at least 10) news reports, general interest articles, pictures, advertisements, editorials etc. from various newspapers, magazines or internet websites demonstrating the influence which Western religious groups hold in global society.  Focus on Judaism, Christianity, and Islam—although articles concerning any of the groups listed under assignment 3a (bottom of page three) are also acceptable.  These items must be published or posted during 2017, only.  

Along with hardcopies of the published items (either originals or photocopies), submit a 2-3 page double-spaced typewritten summary of key points which the articles raise concerning topics such as: religious rights, religious dialogue, religious change, religion and culture, religion and politics, or religion and health.  (Obviously, most articles will address only one—or perhaps two—of these topics.  Group two or three articles together if they discuss similar topics).     

Bring a hard copy of your portfolio and summary paper to class on August 25.  

2.  Class Content Exam:   35%  [In-class assignment]
Based on lectures, videos and any in-class readings given during classroom contact days.  The exam will be composed of both objective and subjective questions.  August 30.
3.  Term Paper:  35%   [Post-class assignment].  Due on or before Thursday, October 5
Choose one of the following options, either a, b, c, d or e, as listed below:  
Write a research paper of 8 double-spaced typewritten pages minimum—to 10 pages maximum.. Use appropriate headings and/or subheadings within the text of the paper.  Footnote, internal note, or end note where appropriate [choose any one style and stay consistent].   
Materials for research ought to include 8-10 sources minimally, of which no more than four websites may be from the internet. (Peer reviewed e-journals, or e-books do not count as internet sites).  Seek other hard-copy book, journal, and human sources to fully engage your work. 
Do not plagiarize.  Do not submit a paper previously written for another class.
a. Describe in detail a Western World Religion or a ‘New’ Religious Group now developing in the West and influenced by Western philosophies or cultural values.

There will not be time to address the beliefs and backgrounds of all western religions in class. Therefore, any of the following is an acceptable choice for your term paper topic (or confer with the instructor in choosing another topic not listed):

Bahaiism                                            Branch Dravidians 

Celtic Religion                                   Children of God  

Christian Science                               Heaven’s Gates 

Kabalism                                            Norse Religion 

Rastafarianism                                   Rosacrusianism       

Sufism                                                Solar Temple               

Swedenborgianism                            The Ten Tribes

Scientology                                        Goths

      Raelianism                                         Wicca

      Masonic Lodge                                   Jehovah’s Witnesses

      Zoroastrianism                                         Mormonism
i. Investigate and examine from an emic point of view the main facets of the history,

belief, and  practice of a specific religious group.  (3 x 9 = 27%)

ii.   Discuss implications raised by your study for Christian/Non-Christian dialogue and 

      interfaith encounter.  Where can you establish points of commonality, and where are 

      there points of contrast with the religion  under study?  (8%)

b. Complete an inductive study in Sacred Texts:

Read either the Qur’an, the Avestas, the Book of Mormon, or (part of) the Talmud, noting references which pertain to one of the following topics:  (a) the Creator and the created; (b) the necessity and conditions of salvation; (c) Jesus’ life and works; (c) the rights and responsibilities of  women; (e) the exercise of justice; (f) attitudes and actions of devout believers and of deity toward unbelievers; (g) final rewards and judgements after death.

Elaborate on your findings from the original document (15%).  Compare and contrast these views with those of the Bible (15%).  Discuss implications raised by your study for Christian/Non-Christian dialogue and interfaith encounter. (5%)

c. Compare and Contrast “Old World” and “New World” faith and practice:

Select any major branch of Judaism or Islam; or (study as a whole) Bahaiism, Zoroastrianism, Catholicism, or Eastern Orthodoxy.

Research and report on the history and on-going life of that faith community in North America. How has the religious movement grown/shrunk, fragmented/solidified, changed/modified its’ beliefs and practices from its “first culture” roots as a result of its presence in North America? (15%)

What major hurdles hinder the religious group from attaining wider acceptance and adherence in the West?  Conversely, what factors support the further growth of the religion in the West? (15%)

Based on your research, what are your predictions for the welfare of this religious group in North America in the near future (next 25 years)? (5%)

d. Religious Mysticism:

Investigate the history and the unique beliefs and practices of mysticism in one of the following: Judaism (Kabbalism); Islam (Sufiism); Zoroastrianism (Soma groups); Catholicism; Eastern Orthodoxy; or Charismatic Christianity. (20%)

How and why does mysticism occur in religion in general? (5%)  Specifically, how does mysticism function in the group you’ve chosen to research? (5%)  How does emphasis on this path of spirituality reorder an individual’s relationship to his/her larger religious framework?  What apparent benefits and drawbacks seem to be attached to a life devoted to mysticism? (5%)

e. Conservative and Radical Religion:

Compare and contrast the history, belief and practices of either conservative or radical Judaism or conservative and radical Islam. (15%)

What motivates elements within more radical sects to act in violence?  How is violence (or even terrorism) explained as part of religious zeal? (10%)

What views do conservative, religiously mainstream [even nominal] Jews or Muslims hold towards their radical counterparts? (5%)

Based on your research, what is your prediction for future relationships between conservative and radical groups in Judaism or Islam?  Will the gap widen or close?  Why?  (5%)

NB: Late assignments will be penalised one percent of the assignment’s total mark, per weekday.  No late papers will be accepted after one week past the due date. Late papers will be returned with a grade, but without written comments. 
4.   Class Participation:  10%
      Based upon consistent on-time attendance, and thoughtful contributions to class 
      discussions.

Class Schedule: Major topics in this course will be addressed in the order indicated below:

I. Introduction to World Religions 
II. Religions East and West
III. Judaism
IV. Islam
V. Christianity

VI. Summary and Conclusions 
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